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From THE EDITOR 


Halfway 
Home 


Huskers concentrate on ground game 
in first Big 12 Conference road test 


AS WE SPEED PAST the 
halfway point in a long 
season, it’s still extremely 
difficult to determine 
how this thing will play 
out. 

Nebraska is 2-0 in Big 
12 Conference play to 
share the North Division 
lead with surprising 
Missouri. The Tigers, picked to finish 
fifth in the North in a preseason media 
poll, are off to a 6-0 start for the first time 
in 33 years and now look to be the main 
challenger for a spot in the Dec. 2 Big 12 
Championship game in Kansas City, Mo. 

Missouri, Nebraska’s Homecoming 
opponent on Nov. 4, also played a key 
role in NU’s season a year 
ago. The Huskers, now 5- 
1, took that same record to 
Columbia last October. A 
41-24 setback started a 
three-game slide, before 
Nebraska finally turned 
things around and fin- 
ished strong. 

Now, the Huskers have 
won eight of their last 
nine games, dating back 
to last season. They move 
on to face 4-2 Kansas State 
in Manhattan, where NU 
amazingly hasn’t won 
since 1996. Defending national champi- 
on Texas comes to Lincoln the following 
Saturday. 

It’s a more productive and balanced 
Nebraska team that takes a three-game 
winning streak into the second half of 
the 2006 season. Quarterback Zac Taylor 
has improved his completion percentage 
from 54.0 to 66.4 and has 13 touchdown 
passes in six games, compared to seven 
at this point in 2005. 

In total offense, NU is averaging 463.8 


Brian 
HILL 


On Tue Cover 

Sophomore |-back Cody Glenn had 
19 carries for 148 yards and two touch- 
downs to lead Nebraska's solid ground 
game in a 28-14 road victory over lowa 
State. Cover photo by Scott Bruhn. 
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yards per game, compared to 332.5 a 
year ago. The Huskers are scoring 39.7 
points per game, far ahead of the 24.0 
average through six games in 2005. 

And perhaps most impressive has 
been the turnaround in the running 
game, where Nebraska is averaging 
210.7 yards through six games, com- 
pared with 128.0 at this point a year ago. 

The Huskers continued to emphasize 
the ground game in a 28-14 victory over 
Iowa State in their first Big 12 road 
game. Cody Glenn rushed for 148 yards 
and Brandon Jackson added 116 as 
Nebraska dominated time of possession 
(36:55-23:05) and limited Iowa State to a 
net of 53 yards rushing. 

You can read more about NU’s 
impressive rushing effort 
in this edition of Huskers 
Illustrated. Junior Kenny 
Wilson, part of the I-back 
committee, is the subject 
of “Spotlight,” and junior 
tackle Chris Patrick, who 
helped pave the way for 
the 251 yards rushing 
against ISU, answers 10 
Questions. 

In our “Recruiting 
Through the Years” 
series, contributing editor 
Mike Babcock takes a 
look at the 1976 class, fea- 
turing quarterback Jeff Quinn, who was 
recruited for his running ability. 

Taylor’s specialty certainly isn’t run- 
ning. He had four rushes for a net of -13 
yards against Iowa State. His best run, 
for what would have been a first down, 
resulted in a fumble at the NU 14 in the 
third quarter. But the Cyclones failed to 
capitalize when a fake field goal attempt 
came up short. 

Taylor attempted just five passes in 
the second half, completing all of them 
for 30 yards. That was just 3 yards more 
than the impressive play to end the first 
half. Nebraska picked up a blitz, and 
Taylor hit a leaping Maurice Purify with 
a 27-yard scoring toss that made it 21-7 
at intermission. 

Then, it was time to run. 
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How he could have run an acceptable time under the 
circumstances was a mystery. “But | think | only ran it 
once,” said quarterback Jeff Quinn (above). “So it must 
have been pretty good.” By Mike Babcock 


The Kansas State review/Texas preview edition will be mailed Oct. 
16. Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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NOTEBOOK 


“Mlo’ Rea 


Maurice Purify played 
only a handful of snaps in 
the Nebraska football team’s 
opening game. “I felt like 
they kind of teased me a lit- 
tle bit, you know what I 
mean?” he said recently. 

The junior wide receiver 
from Eureka, Calif., by way 
of San Francisco’ City 
College was capable of 
doing more. Receivers coach 
Ted Gilmore said as much 
early in the season. 

“We're a better team 
when he’s out there,” said 
Gilmore. 

Nevertheless, “we're 
slowly putting more on his 
plate,” with emphasis on 
slowly. 

But if the Cornhuskers 
were better with Purify on 
the field, why slowly, why 
was his playing time limited 
early in the season? The 
answer was Frantz Hardy. 

Like Purify, Hardy trans- 
ferred from a junior college. 
And he was rushed onto the 
field last season, starting the 
first two games and three of 
the first four. He caught 11 passes for 181 yards and a 
touchdown in the first two games, but he caught only 14 
passes for 168 yards in the final 10 games. 

Playing as much as he did right away “wasn’t fair” to 
Hardy, Gilmore said. 

So Purify has had to be patient. “We're controlling it 
(playing time),” said Gilmore. “If it was up to ‘Mo,’ he’d be 
out there every single play. But he also understands it’s 
going to be a process.” 

Even so, “it’s kind of tough,” Purify said. He tries to 
look at the situation logically. “I came into a good D-I col- 
lege, and we’ve got good receivers here. So I guess I’ve got 
to wait my turn.” 

Gilmore has explained the reasoning. “He says my time 
is going to come and when it does, just be ready,” said 
Purify. “That doesn’t help. It doesn’t help at all. But there’s 
nothing I can do.” 

When people asked why he wasn’t playing more, he 
told them it wasn’t up to him. 

Among his goals in his first season at Nebraska was “to 
play early, and play a lot,” Purify said. He wanted to have 
“quite a few catches and hopefully, be able to break some 
records.” 

Did he plan to do those things this season or next? 

“Tt doesn’t matter,” he said, “as long as it gets done.” 

He isn’t reluctant to discuss his goals, either. They 
aren’t a secret, he said. “I let everybody know, and if I 
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In the first five games, Maurice Purify had nine catches for 225 
yards and one touchdown. 


don’t get them, I don’t get 
them. I’ll shoot for them next 
year.” 

So what are some of the 
goals? 

“A 10-catch game, a cou- 
ple of them, get a couple of 
two-touchdown games, stuff 
like that. I’m not on track yet. 
It’s going to take a lot more 
to get on track. But I’ll get 
there sooner or later,” he 
said. 

Aren't those goals pretty 
lofty? 

Yes, “but people need to 
extend their goals a little bit 
more, you know what I 
mean,” said Purify. “If you 
get your goals too easy, 
there’s not a goal.” 

Some people might ques- 
tion how realistic his are. 

“I hope so, so I can prove 
them wrong,” he - said. 
“Everybody is motivated 
when someone says you 
can’t do something and you 
really think you can, and it’s 
really possible.” 

At 6-foot-4 and 210 
pounds, Purify has the size 
for which coach Bill Callahan is looking in wide receivers. 
And he has what Gilmore describes as “functional” speed. 

“He moves extremely well, and he’s such an imposing 
figure,” Gilmore said. 

He also has an instinct for catching passes. 

“T don’t think about it,” said Purify. “That’s how you 
drop balls, thinking about it. When the ball’s coming to me, 
I don’t even think about it. I just put my hands up, squeeze 
it and bring it in, just stay calm. When you start thinking, 
‘Oh, I’ve got to catch this ball,’ that’s when you drop it.” 

Even though he’s confident, “I’ve still got a lot to learn, 
a lot to do,” he said. “My routes are not good, I would say; 
they’re average. And I could work on my hands a little bit 
more. It’s not all what you guys see, just me catching in the 
game because anybody can catch two-out-of-two every 
time in a game. I need to be more . . . catch the ball a little 
more in practice because I drop like one or two.” 

Despite his impatience, Purify understands why 
Gilmore wanted to ease him onto the field. “I think they’re 
just worried about overwhelming me, like they did Frantz 
Hardy,” he said. 

If he had played a lot in the opener against Louisiana 
Tech, “I probably would have been overwhelmed,” he said. 
“Learning the plays has been difficult. 

“You've got to learn the terminology.” 

Still, all things considered, “I made that transition fairly 
easily,” he said. 
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Quick Hits 


YOU CAN RUN, BUT... 

Quarterback Zac Taylor would rather pass than run, regard- 
less of the situation. “| hate running, to be honest,” he said at a 
recent news conference. “If I’m going to throw the ball away ver- 
sus getting 2 yards running, oftentimes I'll get the 2 yards run- 
ning. (But) | prefer to check the ball out to a running back. | pre- 
fer to stay in the pocket for as long as possible and throw the ball 
downfield. | don’t like running and getting hit.” He has proved 
time and again that he can take a hit and come back, though. 


ANOTHER HOOPS RECRUIT 

Men's basketball coach Doc Sadler report- 
edly added a second recruit to the 2007-08 
class. Alonzo Edwards, a 6-foot-7, 215-pound 
forward-guard from Forest High School in the 
Houston area has given Nebraska an oral com- 
mitment, according to the Lincoln Journal 
Star. 

Edwards averaged 22 points, 12 rebounds 
and three blocked shots as a junior. Among 
the schools he considered were Texas, Texas 
Tech, TCU and Houston. 

Alex Chapman, a 6-9, 230-pound forward from Canby, Ore., 
by way of Sheridan (Wyo.) Community College, was the first 
player to give Sadler an oral commitment. 


CROSS COUNTRY 

For the second consecutive year, the Husker women’s cross 
country team finished second at the South Dakota State Classic 
in Brookings, S.D. The men’s team finished fourth among five 
teams. 

Sophomore Ari Goldstein and senior co-captain Kim 
Pancoast paced the Husker women, finishing sixth and seventh, 
respectively, while sophomore Brian Parr was the top men’s fin- 
isher, at fourth. 


SOCCER 

The Husker soccer team played in a school single-season 
record fifth overtime, tying Colorado (in double overtime) 1-1 in 
its first Big 12 home match on the Friday before the Kansas foot- 
ball game. Senior Brittany Timko scored Nebraska's goal, with 
an assist from sophomore Aysha Jamani. 

The match was the 14th in a row in which Timko scored at 
least one point. Her school-record streak came to an end two 
days later as the Huskers fell to Kansas, 1-0. 

The shutout was Nebraska’s first in 18 matches. 


WOMEN’S GOLF 

Junior Elli Brown tied for fifth place with a 
three-round total of 229 to pace the Husker 
women’s goal team to a seventh-place finish in 
the 15-team field of the Wildcat Fall 
Invitational at Lexington, Ky. Brown shot a 
three-over-par 75 in the final round to tie with 
Rachel Larson of Memphis. 

The other Huskers: Kate White, 239; Andrea 
Carlson (Dunagan), 242; *JC Stevenson, 242; 
Chrissie McArdle, 244; Allison Stewart, DQ. 
*Stevenson competed as an individual. 


WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS 

Coach Dan Kendig’s gymnasts will compete against six of last 
season's Top 10 nationally-ranked teams on a schedule that 
includes five events at the Devaney Sports Center, including two 
on Friday nights and three double-duals with the men’s gymnas- 
tics team. 

The schedule: Jan. 5 — Super Six Challenge at Fayetteville, Ark. 
(Arkansas, Denver, Florida, LSU, Penn State); 19 — at lowa State; 26 
— at Missouri. Feb. 2 — Oklahoma; 9 — at Michigan; 16 — at North 
Carolina State Invitational (NC State, West Virginia, George 
Washington, William & Mary); 25 — Masters Classic at Devaney 
Sports Center (LSU, North Carolina State, Stanford). March 4 — 
Utah; 11 — lowa State; 16 — at LSU; 23 — Kentucky; 31 — Big 12 
Championships at Columbia, Mo. 


Alonzo Edwards 


Elli Brown 


Wwww.huskersillustrated.com 


DO AS 1 DO 

Husker bowling coach Bill Straub rolled a 
300 game in men’s league action in Lincoln in 
late September, on the day after his team prac- 
ticed for the first time this season. Nebraska 
has won seven national championships under 
Straub, most recently back-to-back in 2004 and 
2005. The Huskers will open the 2006-07 sea- 
son at the Wisconsin Invitational at 
Whitewater, Wis., on Nov. 10. 

Straub was the National Tenpin Coaches 
Association coach of the year in 2005. 


Bill Straub 


GRADUATION SUCCESS RATE 

The Nebraska football team’s GSR of 88 percent was well 
above the national average for Division I-A programs of 65 per- 
cent. The NCAA released a GSR report based on four classes of 
scholarship student-athletes who entered the university from the 
fall of 1996 to the fall of 1999, allowing for a six-year window in 
which to finish a degree. GSR scores include student-athletes 
who transferred in but not those who transferred away, as long 
as they were academically eligible when they transferred. 

The Cornhuskers’ 88 percent was the best among Big 12 foot- 
ball programs. 

GSR reporting began a year ago. The Husker volleyball team 
had a score of 100 for the second consecutive year. Six other 
Nebraska teams also achieved GSR perfection: men’s tennis, 
women’s tennis, women’s basketball, women’s golf, women’s 
gymnastics and rifle. 

Nebraska sponsors 19 men’s and women’s athletic programs, 
and seven of those programs ranked first or were tied for first in 
the conference in GSR percentage. 


BRIEFLY 

@ The Nebraska football team’s overtime victory against 
Kansas was its fifth since 1996, when the NCAA instituted the 
overtime rule, in five tries. Michigan also was 5-0 in overtimes, 
best in Division I-A. Arkansas, Northwestern and UCLA were 6-1 
in overtimes. 

@ Senior strongside linebacker Stewart Bradley is letting his 
hair grow this season. On the Thursday before the Kansas game, 
he had it in corn rows, prompting coach Bill Callahan to tell 
reporters after practice: “| think he was hiding it from me today. 
He kept his helmet on the whole time.” 

@ Dr. Pat Clare, head of the Nebraska foot- 
ball team’s medical staff, was on the sideline 
for his 400th game when the Cornhuskers 
played Kansas. Clare was a Cornhusker letter- 
man in 1960 and 1961, earning first-team 
Academic All-America honors in 1960. He 
joined the Nebraska medical staff in 1974. 

@ Former Cornhusker I-back Correll 
Buckhalter — eighth on the career-rushing list 
with 2,522 yards — is playing for the NFLs 
Philadelphia Eagles again, after being side- 
lined with injuries since the 2003 season. 
“When people say | can’t do something, it makes me work that 
much harder,” he told the Omaha World-Herald recently. “| was 
determined not to let an injury end my career.” 

@ Junior Lance Brandenburgh is the football team’s handy- 
man. He has been seeing action at all three linebacker positions 
of late and has been wearing a black practice jersey since the 
week before the Troy game. Oh yes, he also has continued to play 
on all of the special teams. 

@ Junior cornerback Cortney Grixby received the Brook 
Berringer Memorial Endowed Scholarship on the Saturday of the 
Kansas game for his commitment to community service. 

@ Former Cornhusker tight end Jamie Williams was hired as 
director of athletics at the Academy of Art University, San 
Francisco, School. Williams is the CEO of the independent film 
company Ymotion Media, Inc. He also played in the NFL with the 
San Francisco 49ers, Oakland Raiders, Houston Oilers and St. 
Louis Cardinals. The Academy of Art is the largest private art and 
design school in the country. h 


Pat Clare 
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State OF THe HUSKERS 


Ability, 
Opportunity 


True freshmen are expected to contribute, 
but a season’s maturity can make a significant difference 


“| was naive, a lot. | thought the game would 
be much easier than what it was.” 

— Barry Turner, sophomore defensive end 
THE GAME IS THE SAME. But the players 
are bigger and stronger and faster. And 
they’re focused 12 months a year. “It’s 
tough,” Barry Turner said. “College football 
is tough.” 

Turner was among 13 true Nebraska fresh- 
men who played last season. He and place- 
kicker Jordan Congdon were the most successful, both earn- 
ing freshman All-America recognition. 

The 13 were a school record, a fact that could be interpret- 
ed in more than one way. It reflected the quality of coach Bill 
Callahan’s second recruiting class, on one hand, but it under- 
scored the need for immediate help in several areas, on the 
other. So which was it? A combination of the two. 

Ability and opportunity are primary reasons 
true freshmen play, though not necessarily in that 
order. Opportunity probably ranks first. But a sea- 
son’s maturity can make a significant difference, 
too. 

With the reduction in scholarship numbers, 
however, true freshmen are expected to contribute. 
In most cases, that means on special teams. That’s 
the best way for a Cornhusker freshman to estab- 
lish himself. Ask Corey Young or Rickey Thenarse 
or Major Culbert. They’re among a handful of true 
freshmen on the depth chart, playing primarily on 
special teams. 

They’re also defensive backs, a position area in 
which Nebraska was already thin, even before 
Zackary Bowman and Isaiah Fluellen suffered sea- 
son-ending injuries. 

Young might have been redshirted if not for the 
loss of Fluellen, who was moved from wide receiver follow- 
ing Bowman’s knee injury early in training camp. Nebraska 
used nearly 70 players in an opening-game victory against 
Louisiana Tech, But Young wasn’t among them. 

He played the next week against Nicholls State, however, 
and the week after that, prior to the Southern California 
game, his name appeared on the depth chart for the first time. 
Though projected as a safety, he was listed second at weak- 
side cornerback, behind junior Cortney Grixby. 

Young came to Nebraska with no preconceived notions 
about whether he would play or redshirt. He would prepare 
as best he could, he said following a recent practice, and see 
what happened. If the coaches thought he was needed, he 
would play. If not, he wouldn’t. The call wouldn’t be his. 

That’s always been his approach, he said. Even though he 
was recruited as a defensive back, he was a Super-State run- 
ning back for Omaha Millard North’s Class A state champi- 
ons. He hadn’t played defensive back (safety) since his soph- 
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Mike 
BABCOCK 


Freshman Corey 
Young was pressed 
into action vs. Kansas. 


omore year in high school — at rival Millard South. 

His running back numbers were extraordinary, by the way. 
As a senior, he rushed for 1,670 yards and 22 touchdowns on 
only 126 carries in a run-oriented offense. 

He might not have come to Nebraska with preconceived 
notions, but he did bring a willingness to ask questions, a 
quality encouraged by cornerbacks coach Phil Elmassian. He 
has been asking questions of his coaches since he began play- 
ing youth-league football and was coached by an uncle. 

He also possesses another quality essential to defensive 
backs, and cornerbacks in particular, the ability to put aside a 
mistake, not dwell on it, what the coaches call amnesia. 

Without such amnesia, the transition from high school to 
college would be nearly impossible because offensive coordi- 
nators are certain to pick out the young guy and go after him. 

On the second play of a series late in the third quarter of 
the Kansas game, Young found himself matched against the 
Jayhawks’ Jonathan Lamb, who caught a slant 
pass about 10 yards down the field. Young kept the 
play in front of him but over-ran it. Lamb spun 
away for a 40-yard gain. 

If not for free safety Andrew Shanle, Lamb 
probably would have scored. He was able to set it 
aside, Young said, and take it for what it was, a 
learning experience. 

Thenarse has followed a similar path, beginning 
as a safety but moving to cornerback, where he has 
been listed second to junior Andre Jones — anoth- 
er newcomer — on the strong side since the week 
of the Troy game, while Culbert has been the No. 2 
strong safety behind junior Tierre Green. 

“As those guys develop, we'll move forward 
and get more into our playbook,” defensive coor- 
dinator Kevin Cosgrove said of the freshmen on 
the Tuesday before the Iowa State game. 

To that point, only two other true freshmen had seen action 
this season, wide receiver Menelik Holt and offensive guard 
Jacob Hickman, who grayshirted and went through spring 
practice. 

Young said he wasn’t surprised by the difference in size 
and speed at the major college level. But then, Turner said the 
same thing a year ago. Now, he sees it differently. 

Older players “told me to be patient,” said Turner. 
“Patience is what it is. 

“That's what it’s about, (that) and learning your role. It 
takes a while to learn the system. From high school, the tran- 
sition is more mental than physical at first.” 

OK, the physical part is different, too. 

“It’s demanding on your body; it really is,” Turner said. 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 25 years. Mike 
can be reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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From THE Beat 


New Kansas State coach Prince says 
he’s not doing things based on popularity 


BEFORE COACHING HIS FIRST GAME at 
Kansas State, Ron Prince shrugged off the 
Wildcats being projected in most surveys as 
the sixth-place team in the Big 12 Conference 
North Division. 

“We're not going to allow anybody to set 
our agenda for us,” Prince said. 
Curt Perhaps not, but five games into his initial 
NMicKEEVER season, it had become clear that the process 
of Prince building K-State back into a elite program wasn’t 
going to be a short one. 

After being held to a touchdown in their final nonconfer- 
ence game, a 24-6 loss to Louisville, the Wildcats opened Big 
12 play with a 17-3 setback at Baylor. 

The result represented the fewest points the Bears allowed 
in 81 Big 12 games and left Kansas State with its lowest back- 
to-back point totals since 1991. 

Twenty of Kansas State’s 32 possessions in 
those games consisted of no more than four plays, 
while 18 drives went no further than 10 yards. 
Against Louisville, the ‘Cats converted just three 
of 16 third downs. Against Baylor, they were 3- 
for-19. 

Prince tried to catch the Bears off guard by 
going to ano-huddle offense that he hoped would 
let his team control the clock. But to no avail. 

After senior quarterback Dylan Meier complet- 
ed 11 of 22 passes for 100 yards in the first half, 
Prince inserted freshman Josh Freeman, who then 
suffered through an 11-for-33 performance that 
included three interceptions. 

Despite that outing, Freeman was elevated to 
the top of the depth chart. 

“T don’t know if the decision is popular or 
not,” Prince said. “I’m not going to do things based on pop- 
ularity.” 

Indeed, the 37-year-old and former offensive coordinator 
at Virginia seems to be his own man. 

When the Wildcats faced Louisville, center Jacob Vogeli 
played every snap. One week later, a healthy Vogeli didn’t 
even travel to Baylor. 

When fall practice began, Prince announced that 14 play- 
ers on the depth chart — including eight offensive linemen 
— had failed a pre-camp conditioning test, and would not be 
allowed to practice until they did. 

That issue got settled, but before the first week of practice 
was over, quarterback Allan Evridge, a sophomore from 
Papillion-La Vista (Neb.), who started six games last season, 
asked to be released from his scholarship. Evridge, who 
threw for a K-State freshman-record 1,365 yards and six 
touchdowns, and also rushed for 203 yards (138 in a 27-25 
loss to Nebraska), had been third on the depth chart behind 
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Ron Prince was raised 
in Junction City, 20 
miles from Manhattan. 


Meier and Freeman. 

Prince had been named Bill Snyder’s successor in early 
December, and for someone raised 20 miles from Manhattan 
in Junction City, the appointment fulfilled a lifelong dream. 

But when it was first suggested to him that he was replac- 
ing a legend, he was quick to interject. 

“T think that’s absurd when you have someone who did 
arguably perform the greatest coaching job of this last centu- 
ry,” Prince said of the man who in 17 seasons turned the 
Wildcats from the punching bag of college football into Big 
12 champions. “We don’t use those kinds of adjectives, and 
we're excited about building upon what he has accom- 
plished.” 

Make no mistake that Prince has his own plan in place. 
But he’s not about to ignore what’s worked for K-State in the 
past. 

“Tf you try to come in and be the anti-whatever or whoev- 
er, I think you take a tremendous amount of suc- 
cess and opt to not use it,” Prince said. “No one 
knows more about winning games at Kansas State 
than Bill Snyder. No one has a better formula and 
plan. And so, as a resource, we're open to that.” 

For all of Snyder’s success, which included 11 
straight bowl appearances, Kansas State went 4-7 
in 2004 and 5-6 last year. 

And after the loss to Baylor made the Wildcats 
3-2, Prince acknowledged his team had to 
improve fundamentally at every position and in 
“every detail” of the game. 

Though frustrated to have put his coach in a 
position of feeling like a a change at quarterback 
was needed, Meier took an attitude Prince should 
have admired. 

“We can mope about it, or come back and 
play,” Meier told the Manhattan Mercury. “It'll be a test for 
our team character.” 

The Wildcats hope to pass that and then exit the month of 
October much differently than they began it. 

“We think that Nov. 1 gives you a clear sense of where you 
are,” Prince said. “Our objective is to every year find our- 
selves in the hunt in November.” 

Before the season, senior wide receiver Jordy Nelson 
dreamed of K-State contending for the North Division title. 

But he also sounded as if he understood the enormity of 
Prince’s challenge. 

“We've got to take it a practice at a time and just focus on 
what we've got to do to get better,” Nelson said, “(before) 
things will fall in the right place.” 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 

In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer 
for the men’s basketball and baseball teams. 

He can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 
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Nebraska coaches had 
to improvise to check 
quarterback’s 40 time 


By Mike Babcock 


wo Nebraska assistant football coaches showed up at Ord 
(Neb.) High School in early December of 1975, Jeff Quinn’s 
senior year. Their purpose was to time him in a 40-yard 
dash. 

Clete Fischer was one of the assistants; he handled in- 
state recruiting for coach Tom Osborne. Quinn doesn’t 
remember the other assistant. But he remembers running 

the 40, vividly. 

Snow was falling and had built up enough that running outside on the 
track was out of the question. So the coaches marked off 40 yards in a long 
hallway. And Quinn ran there. 

One classroom had a large window that looked out into the hall, allow- 
ing students to watch the curious activity, coaches with stop watches at the 
far end and Quinn sprinting across the slippery, tile floor. They must have 
wondered, “What in the world is Jeff doing now?” 

The previous year, Nebraska had given Ord High’s Greg Suelter a schol- 
arship. Suelter, a running back, had been credited with a 40 time that was- 
n’t particularly accurate. So Osborne wanted to be sure about Quinn’s 
speed before committing a scholarship to him. 

How he could have run an 
acceptable time under the cir- 
cumstances was a mystery. 
“But I think I only ran it once,” 

said Quinn. “So it must have been pretty good.” 

Not long after, Osborne and Fischer visited the Quinn household to offi- 
cially offer a scholarship. “My mom didn’t want to clean the area where 
Coach Osborne sat for a month. ‘No one can sit there,’ ” Quinn said. “T for- 
get a lot. But it’s amazing how much I can remember things like that.” 

Speed was essential in his recruitment, as was athleticism. After succeed- 
ing Bob Devaney in 1973, and depending on a pass-oriented offense direct- 
ed most notably by quarterbacks Dave Humm and Vince Ferragamo (the 
Cornhuskers led the Big Eight in passing in 1974 and 1976), Osborne had 
decided to make a dramatic change and move toward an option attack. And 
Quinn was the beginning. 

What was becoming annual frustration against Oklahoma convinced 
Osborne of the need for change. To compete with the Sooners, he reasoned, 
Nebraska would have to play the way the Sooners played. And the way the 
Sooners played was with athletic quarterbacks who could run. 

By his own admission, Quinn was an unlikely candidate to initiate such 
a change. He was a back-up quarterback, and safety on defense, until his 
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Quarterback Jeff Quinn (left), tight end Junior Miller (above) and 
lineman Randy Schleusener (below) were among the three-year 
lettermen in the 1976 recruiting class. Miller was an All-American 
in 1979 and Schleusener in 1980. 
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senior season at Ord High. The prin- 
cipal’s son preceded him as the 
starter. And when he finally did start, 
it was for a team with a losing record. 

Ord High did run a Wishbone 
offense. But when he was a back-up, 
Quinn was considered the better 
passer. “I could throw it in high 
school,” he said, “which is kind of 
hard to believe because I got to col- 
lege, and it was another story. People 
didn’t think I could throw the first 
couple of years.” 

In addition, he considered himself 
a better basketball player in high 
school and figured he would most 
likely continue in that sport at a state 
college — where he might also play 
football. 

During his junior year, however, or 
maybe it was even his sophomore 
year, Osborne came to Ord to speak at 
the high school’s athletic banquet. 
Afterward, Osborne introduced him- 
self to Quinn and told him, “Look, 
we've heard a lot of nice things about 
you; keep your head up.” 

Though Osborne’s words made an 
impression, “I didn’t think anything 
of it,” Quinn said. 

Prior to the testing in the hallway, 
after the football season, Osborne 
offered a scholarship. And when he 
did, Quinn discarded his plans to 
continue playing basketball after high 
school. “Of course I was going to take 
it, a small-town Nebraska boy,” he 
said. “I was just kind of blown away.” 

Even so, he opted to play in a bas- 
ketball all-star game in the summer 
before his freshman year at Nebraska, 
instead of playing in the state’s Shrine 
Bowl all-star football game. 

After that, Osborne strongly 
encouraged recruits to play in the 
football game. Jeff Finn, a recruit in 
the 1977 class, also wanted to play in 
the basketball all-star game, Quinn 
said. “But Coach Osborne told him, 
‘You're playing in the football game 
because we had the experience with 
Jett” 

Quinn admits that playing in the 
basketball all-star game probably set 
him back for football. His freshman 
season was undistinguished. He was 
third string on coach Guy Ingles’ 
freshman team, behind Brad 
Humphrey, a scholarship recruit, and 
Ricky Hatcher, a walk-on. 

Quinn threw three passes, two 
complete (the other intercepted) for 
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Middle muatd Kerry Weinmastay iettorad as a freshman in 1976, 


Recruiting list, 1976 


Player, Pos. 

Joe Adams, LB-FB ih "i 
Calvin Anderson, OT 6-3 
*Rene Anderson, DB 6-1 
Lee Atkins, DE 6-1 
Kim Baker, DE-FB 6-3 
Mike Bruce, OT 6-6 
Steve Davies, FB-IB 6-3 
*Mark Dufresne, TE 6-4 
Gary England, DT 6-4 
John Fischer, DE 6-3 
Brian Grace, C 6-2 
Brian Hedrick, DE 6-2 
Brad Humphrey, OB 6-2 
Thor Jacobs, FB-LB 6-2 
Chris Juehring, FB-LB 6-3 
Dan LaFever, C-LB 6-2 
Glenn Lewis, IB 6-1 
Tom Matthies, DT 6-7 
Junior Miller, TE-DE 6-6 
Kelvin Nash, DB 6-3 
Dave O'Doherty, OT 6-3 
Dan Pensick, OT-DT 6-5 
Mike Polk, TE 6-4 
Jeff Quinn, OB 6-3 
Randy Schleusener, OT-DT 6-5 
Frank Taylor, IB 6-0 
Kerry Weinmaster, MG 6-0 
Tim Wurth, IB-WB-DB 5-6 


Wt. 
220 
265 
175 
195 
190 
210 
215 
235 
225 
185 
215 
190 
190 
215 
205 
215 
194 
250 
230 
195 
225 
212 
230 
190 
210 
170 
190 
170 


Hometown Letters 
Bellevue, Neb. 1979-80 
Minneapolis 

Los Angeles 1976-77 
San Angelo, Texas 

York, Neb. 1979-80 
Omaha 1980 
Murray, Utah 1978-79-80 
Ventura, Calif. 1976-77 


Salt Lake City, Utah 1979-80 
Columbus, Neb. 

Des Moines, lowa 

York, Neb. 

Bellevue, Neb. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Davenport, lowa 


Marinette, Wis. 

Edina, Minn. 

Oxford, Neb. 

Midland, Texas 1977-78-79 
Riverside, Calif. 

Omaha 

Columbus, Neb. 1977-78-79 
Lawrence, Kan. 

Ord, Neb. 1978-79-80 
Rapid City, S.D. 1978-79-80 
Omaha 

North Platte, Neb. 1976-77-78-79 
Omaha 1977-78-79 


State breakdown: Nebraska 13, California 3, lowa 2, Minnesota 2, Texas 2, Utah 


2, Kansas, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin. 
* Junior college transfer 
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26 yards and a touchdown. The expe- 
rience was discouraging enough that 
he thought about transferring, 
“maybe playing basketball and foot- 
ball, going to Kearney State, because I 
had some friends going there,” he 
said. 

He didn’t leave, however, and that 
spring he climbed up the depth chart, 
in competition that included return- 
ing quarterbacks Tom Sorley, Randy 
Garcia, Ed Burns and Tim Hager. He 
was the fastest of the quarterbacks, 
with 4.7-second speed in the 40 
according to the media guide. 

But he suffered a season-ending 
knee injury in the third game against 
Baylor. 

Quinn returned in 1978, backing 
up Sorley and Hager, then earned the 
starting job in 1979. But a leg injury 
sent him to the sideline again, and 
Hager took over until late in the sea- 
son. Quinn would start the final three 
games, including the Cotton Bowl, 
and would start throughout his senior 
season, finishing as the MVP in an 
impressive Sun Bowl victory against 
Mississippi State. 

He completed 96-of-157 passes for 
1,337 yards and 14 touchdowns and 
rushed for 348 yards and six touch- 
downs as a senior, to earn second- 
team All-Big Eight recognition. He 
finished as the Cornhuskers’ career- 
rushing leader among quarterbacks, 
with 786 yards — that’s right, 786. 

Nebraska’s recruiting class his sen- 
ior year, 1980, included Turner Gill. 
“Boy, I could see . . . like, ‘Holy cow, 
I’m glad I’m a senior because this guy, 
he’s the real deal. He can do every- 
thing,’ ” Quinn said. “It just kind of 
kept going from there to where they 
were looking for that kind of quarter- 
back, who could run and _ throw. 
Coach Osborne had a lot of success 
with them. 

“And I still think he could be 
doing it today.” 

Quinn’s recruiting class was solid. 
Four members played without red- 
shirting, including middle guard 
Kerry Weinmaster, who earned a var- 
sity letter as a true freshman, a rarity 
at the time. Tight end Junior Miller, 
defensive tackle Dan Pensick and I- 
back Tim Wurth played as true soph- 
omores. 

“We had some pretty good guys,” 
said Quinn. 

Miller, a prep All-American at 


Robert E. Lee High in Midland, Texas, 
and offensive guard Randy 
Schleusener earned All-America hon- 
ors, in 1979 and 1980, respectively. 
Schleusener also was a two-time, 
first-team Academic All-American. 
Quinn lives in the Dallas area with 
wife Susan and daughters Grace (8) 
and Maggie (2). He works for Terry 
Bradshaw, managing the former NFL 
quarterback’s speaking engagements, 
commercials and appearances as co- 
host of Fox television’s NFL Sunday. 
He and Bradshaw met when he 
was with the Pittsburgh Steelers in 
1982 and kept in touch afterward. He 
was working in the mortgage busi- 
ness in California in the early 1990s 


and “Terry kept telling me, ‘You need 
to move to Texas, get out of 
California.’ I took him up on it,” said 
Quinn. 

He has worked with Bradshaw for 
12 years. He even met Susan through 
Bradshaw. 

Thirty years have passed since he 
went to Nebraska as the first in a line 
of quarterbacks who would change 
the way the Cornhuskers played and 
provide Osborne with three national 
championships in his final four sea- 
sons. “It was fun,” Quinn said. 
“There were all kinds of stories.” 

Like the time he ran the 40-yard 
dash down a long hallway at Ord 
High. @ 
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Wilson’s speed 
underestimated 
because of his size 


By Terry Douglass “When they’ve heard you're a big-time player, they expect 


you to come in and contribute to the team, so that’s what I 
onsidering his intimidating 6-foot, 220- plan to do.” 

pound frame, it would be easy to peg While there’s virtually no way Wilson could’ve possibly 
Nebraska I-back Kenny Wilson as a classic _ lived up to all the preseason expectations, it’s obvious that 
bruiser who’s most likely to pound the foot- he’s become a key member of Nebraska’s backfield. 
ball between the tackles. Through the first five games of the season, Wilson led the 
Wilson only hopes that opposing defend- _ Huskers in rushing attempts (66) and was second in rushing 

ers make the same assumption. It’s exactly those kinds of yards (311) to go along with three rushing touchdowns. 
misguided snap judgments that play right into his “T think he’s acquired a good feel for what we’re 
hands. trying to feature him with,” coach Bill 

“T can use my speed to my advan- F Callahan said. “I think you saw him on 
tage,” Wilson said. “I get underesti- a few toss plays (against Southern 
mated because I’m over 220 California), but you see his speed 
pounds, but I’m still a track outside, you watch his ability 
guy, too.” to cut the ball back inside off 

And he’s got the creden- the sweep — he’s a power 
tials to back it up. runner. 

As a senior at Liberal “He’s physical. He 
High School, Wilson can make you miss. He 
won Kansas state titles has all those ingredi- 
in the 100- (10.2 sec- ents that you look for 
onds) and 200-meter in a back.” 

(21.1) dashes. The jun- Quarterback Zac 
ior college transfer’s Taylor, who was one 
40-yard dash time is of Wilson’s team- 
4.4 seconds. mates at Butler 

The combination of County (Kan.) 
size and speed is per- Community College, 
haps one of the chief rea- said Wilson has been a 
sons why Wilson created great addition to the 
such a buzz among his Huskers’ backfield. Wilson 
teammates at Nebraska’s had a team-high 19 carries 
summer workouts and in fall against both USC and Troy 
practice. The anticipatory talk, and rushed for 106 yards and 
fueled by a scrimmage play during two TDs against Troy. 
which Wilson broke numerous tackles “He’s not going to get caught up 
on a scoring run against the No. 1 defense, in the backfield and get lost yardage,” Taylor 
also made its way into the conversations of many said. “There were some times when he should’ve 


Scott Bruhn 


excited Husker fans. been hit in the backfield, and he made a guy miss. 

Even before the season began, Wilson was keenly aware “He does a great job of getting forward and just getting 
of the hype. yards. We're really going to need him this season.” 

“They expected me to come in and perform,” Wilson said. Wilson said his favorite plays to run in Nebraska's 
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scheme are “stretch” or “toss” plays 
that give him the opportunity to turn 
the corner and get turned upfield. 

“T like to get out and utilize my 
speed. I like the outside,” Wilson 
said. “I’m able to get up my speed. It 
just makes me feel like I’m at a track 
meet.” 

Wilson came to Nebraska ranked 
as the No. 8 junior college running 
back in the nation at Butler County, 
where he gained 1,292 yards rushing 
last year and scored 14 touchdowns, 
earning first-team junior college All- 
America honors. As a freshman — 
with Taylor as his quarterback — 
Wilson had 967 rushing yards and 13 
TDs for the Grizzlies, who reached 
the junior college national title game. 

Wilson said playing at the 
Division I-A level has been a definite 
adjustment from junior college foot- 
ball. 

“This is way faster,” Wilson said. 
“You've got guys that are going fast 
and hard every play. The tempo took 
me a little while to get used to at the 
start, but I’ve adapted to it now. 

“It was a change, but not quite as 
big as I thought as it was going to 
be.” 


Bob Devaney, 1915-1997 


Running backs coach Randy 
Jordan said that pass protection is the 
most difficult thing to learn for a new 
Husker I-back. Wilson is apparently 
handling that aspect reasonably well. 

“He’s doing great,” Jordan said. 
“He’s picking it up. He’s learning 
how to block, learning how to use his 
hands, sitting down with his blocks 
— he’s taken all that stuff, and he’s 
observed it and then he’s gone out 
and done it. 

“The more and more reps he gets, 
the better he’s going to get.” 

And getting those reps in 
Nebraska’s backfield this season has 
been a highly competitive situation. 
With four very capable players in 
Wilson, Marlon Lucky, Cody Glenn 
and Brandon Jackson, Callahan 
insists that Nebraska can effectively 
utilize all four players in its game 
plan. 

“Everyone is contributing,” 
Callahan said. “Everyone’s produc- 
tive, and it’s changing based on what 
we're featuring and the types of 
plays we're featuring. 

“We'd like to play everybody and 
we're going to need everybody as we 
get moving on more into the confer- 
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ence play. I think our I-back situation 
is a good one. I think it’s a good 
problem that a lot of people would 
love to have.” 

Wilson said being a team player is 
a lot easier because he and the other 
I-backs all get along with each other 
well. 

“Tt definitely would be tougher, 
but we’re all friends,” Wilson said. “I 
kind of met them when I came on a 
recruiting trip in the spring . . . (and) 
we got to know each other.” 

Wilson said he realizes the diffi- 
culty Nebraska’s coaches face in try- 
ing to keep four I-backs happy. 

“Someone’s obviously going to 
get more carries than the others,” 
Wilson said. “It’s just us being that 
unit, so you’ve got to support each 
other, and that’s what we have 
(done). 

“It’s definitely hard. It’s some- 
thing you have to get used to. You’ve 
got to look at it from a team point of 
view, not always wanting to be that 
guy. You've got to look at it more as a 
team.” 


Terry Douglass 's the sports editor of the 
Grand Island (Neb.) Independent. He can be 
reached at terry.douglass@charter. net. 
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f Chris Patrick looks bigger than he did last season, or 
even last spring, it’s no optical illusion. He’s about 15 
pounds heavier than he’s listed in the Cornhusker 
media guide. 

At 305 pounds, he’s about where he would like to be. The 
additional size helps in pass protection, without slowing 
him down. “Some plays when I get out and pull, I feel real- 
ly good,” he said. “You have guys who weigh 330, and they 
can’t move quite as well. But it’s all about speed and move- 
ment, especially when you’re a tackle. You’re working in a 
lot of space, usually against a team’s best pass rusher. 

“So it’s really important that you can move, and have 
good feet.” 

That he can move and has good feet is no surprise. He 
was recruited as a defensive end. He weighed 240 pounds 
back then. His story is familiar by now. He had played in 
only one game before last season, and he didn’t play then 
until the 10th game against Kansas State. “I talk to my 
friends about that, and my family, and they’re like, ‘Wow, 
you're a starter now. Think where you were last year.’ A lot 
of people ask me, ‘What happened?’ I’m like, ‘I just got an 
opportunity and took full advantage of it.’ ” 


“Omelets, ham, green peppers, mushrooms and shrimp. I 
eat them probably a’ couple of times every week at lunch. I 
think they’re offered every other day.” 


“Basketball, I was a basketball player in high school. 
Actually, I thought I was going to play basketball in college 
until I started gaining a little weight and got bigger. I love bas- 
ketball. My brother and I always played together in the back- 
yard. We had a dirt basketball court. My dad would play, too. 
He’s a pretty big guy, so it would get kind of physical. I’d get 
beat up because I was the runt of the group. I played forward 
and center in high school, had a lot of good times. We had 
some good teams.” 
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“I'd say the ‘Two-A-Days’ show on MTV. It talks about 
Hoover football, one of the top high school teams in the nation. 
It’s a reality show. That’s the only show I watch on MTV. 
Otherwise, I hate watching it. But I like that show. The team is 
in Hoover, Ala. It brings you back to high school a little bit, 
homecoming, the way games are; it’s a pretty special environ- 
ment.” 


“Wow, probably bungee jumping. I’ve never done any of 
those. I’d be scared to death.” 


“Arnold Schwarzenegger, what the guy’s accomplished in 
his life is unbelievable, immigrating from Austria, becoming a 
world champion bodybuilder, a famous actor, and he’s a gov- 
ernor now. Who would have ever thought the guy would 
climb to those heights. If when he came here he would have 
been telling people, ‘Some day I’m going to be governor of 
California,” nobody would have believed him. But he had a 
great work ethic. And that’s what I admire. He has achieved 
some amazing things in his life.” 


“Jimmy John’s sandwiches, they’re really good. The 
Gargantuan, it has all kinds of meat on it, roast beef, ham, sala- 
mi and turkey, plus lettuce, tomatoes and mayonnaise. It’s real- 
ly good.” 


“Jay Moore showed me around. I remember meeting guys 
like Cory Timm on my visit. It was fun. Dan Young started 
recruiting me. Now he’s gone. It seems like so long ago. It was 
in the winter. There was snow on the ground. It was pretty 
cold, too, but I was used to that since I’m from Michigan.” 


“ ‘The Boondock Saints.’ It’s really good. These vigilantes 
go around ... it’s hard to describe. You've got to see it. They 
pretty much stick up for what's right.” 


“Metallica, Guns N’ Roses, and probably AC/DC, tradition- 
al. My brother, and my cousin, growing up got me hooked on 
heavy metal. He’d be playing basketball and have it blaring on 
the radio.” 


“Criminal justice statistics, one I’m taking right now. It has 
a lot of formulas to memorize. I really like my major, criminal 
justice. But this is statistics. There are some pretty complicated 
formulas. It’s a challenging class.” 


Nebraska linebackers 
Stewart Bradley (34) 
and Corey McKeon 
combine to stop 

lowa State I-back & 
Stevie Hicks. (Photo 
by Scott Bruhn) 


Nebraska quarterback Zac Taylor (13, above) throws for wide receiver Maurice Purify, 
who hauled in the 27-yard pass in the end zone with three seconds left in the first half. 
Taylor shares a smile with Purify (16, right) on the sideline after the scoring play. 


2-minute drive 

before halftime 

‘was executed 
brilliantly’ 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos: Scott Bruhn 


here’s always time for a touchdown. So 
when Iowa State had the ball third-and-17 
at its own 16 yard-line with 1:35 remaining 
in the first half, Nebraska took a timeout. 
And after a third-down pass left the 
Cyclones with fourth-and-11 from their 22- 
yard line, Nebraska used its final timeout of the half to 


18 OCT. 14, 2006 


stop the clock with 1:26 remaining. 

With no timeouts and after a 41-yard punt that Terrence 
Nunn returned 3 yards, the Cornhuskers took possession at 
their own 40-yard line — and 1:15 still on the clock. 

They needed all but 3 seconds to score. Quarterback Zac 
Taylor threw seven passes. The first and sixth were incom- 
plete. But I-back Marlon Lucky caught three of the other 
five. Tight end Matt Herian caught one. And wide receiver 
Maurice Purify caught the other, for a touchdown. 

The play covered 27 yards, and increased the lead to 21-7. 

Cornhusker coach Bill Callahan said he was contemplat- 
ing calling for a field goal at the time, but decided to take 
one shot in the end zone first, “let ‘Mo’ go up and get it.” 

Iowa State cornerback DeAndre Jackson blitzed, leaving 
Chris Singleton to cover Purify. 

“The 2-minute drive was executed brilliantly,” said 
Callahan. 

The touchdown gave Nebraska momentum going to the 


locker room at halftime and allowed the Cornhuskers to run 
the ball and control the clock in the second half. 

Taylor threw only five passes after halftime, all complete. 
Otherwise, his job was getting the ball to the I-backs, specif- 
ically Cody Glenn and Brandon Jackson, each of whom 
rushed for more than 100 yards. Glenn was the game’s lead- 
ing rusher with 148 yards on 19 carries. 

He had carried only 31 times, total, this season. 

Nebraska’s offensive game plan was to pound the ball 
with Glenn and Jackson, the most physical of its four I-backs. 
Winning on the road in the Big 12 is facilitated “if you can 
run the ball, take the crowd out of it, get them to sit on their 
hands,” Callahan said. 

The Cornhuskers achieved their goal of “starting fast and 
finishing strong,” he said. 

They started fast by taking the opening kickoff and driv- 
ing 80 yards on 10 plays to a touchdown. Three of the first 
four plays were Taylor passes, all complete, and the other 
seven were runs, including four for 49 yards by Glenn. The 


drive consumed 5 1/2 minutes and set the tone. 
Nebraska wanted to run the ball and play solid defense. 
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Report Carb 


RUSHING OFFENSE 

The running game might have been inconsistent 
against Kansas, but it certainly wasn’t against the 
Cyclones. Give credit to the offensive line for that. 
Coach Bill Callahan did. “I’m really proud of our offen- 
sive line,” he said. Nebraska rushed 45 times for 251 
yards, an average of 5.6 yards per carry. “We weren't 
being stubborn. We wanted top stay committed to 
running the football,” Callahan said. Mission accom- 
plished. Nebraska finished with a sizeable advantage 
in time of possession. *&  *% #& ¥& 


PASSING OFFENSE 
Efficiency was the key. Quarterback Zac Taylor was 
nearly perfect, completing 17-of-21 passes for 131 
yards and a touchdown to Maurice Purify with 3 sec- 
onds remaining in the first half. Purify was among 
nine receivers to whom Taylor threw the ball. The 
leading receiver? I-back Marlon Lucky. i %& #%& 


RUSHING DEFENSE 
The first concern on defense is always stopping the 
run. The Cornhuskers allowed only 53 rushing yards. It 
was the fifth time in the last 10 conference games that 
Nebraska has limited an opponent to fewer than 60 


yards rushing. Cyclone tailback Stevie Hicks could 
never get started. %% we #& & & 


PASSING DEFENSE 

What a difference a week makes. Kansas quarter- 
back Adam Barmann passed for 405 yards against the 
Cornhuskers, completing 27-of-54 without being 
sacked. Nebraska sacked lowa State’s Bret Meyer only 
once, but the pressure the Cornhuskers applied was 
withering. Meyer's lone touchdown pass was of no 
consequence, coming with 6 seconds remaining. 


kok 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


Nebraska’s play in this area was solid. Little else 


could be asked. * ¥% #& ¥& 


For the second time this season, two Cornhusker I- 


backs rushed for more than 100 yards. This time Cody 
Glenn (148) and Brandon Jackson (116) turned the 
trick. Marlon Lucky (156) and Kenny Wilson (106) dou- 
bled up against Troy. The rushing 
totals for Glenn and Jackson were 
both career highs. Glenn’s previ- 
ous high was 88 yards against 
Louisiana Tech in the season opener, while Jackson 
rushed for 89 yards against Baylor as a freshman. The 
100-yard rushing game was Nebraska’s first against a 
conference opponent since 2004, when Cory Ross 
rushed for 130 yards against Oklahoma. 
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ON THE ROAD 
Coach Bill Callahan’s record in Big 12 road games improved to 3-6. “A road win in this 
league is tough to come by,” he said. His overall record in road games is 4-7. 


FOURTH AT 4,000 

Quarterback Zac Taylor completed 17-of-21 passes for 131 yards and one touchdown. 
The senior from Norman, Okla., has passed for 4,051 yards in his career and is among only 
four Cornhuskers to do so. Eric Crouch is third on the list, with 4,481 yards. Taylor's 1,398 
passing yards this season are 56 short of the top 10 on the Cornhuskers’ single-season 
passing list. 


CAREER LEADER 

Senior tight end Matt Herian caught two passes to increase his career total to 63. His 
first reception broke a tie with Jerry List (1968-70) for the Cornhuskers’ career record for a 
tight end. Herian needs just three more receptions to move into the school career top 10 
overall. 


STEADY NUNN 

Junior wide receiver Terrence Nunn caught two passes for 11 yards to increase his 
career total to 78 catches, six short of third place on the school list. Jeff Kinney (1969-71) 
is currently third, behind Johnny Rodgers (1970-72) and Matt Davison (1997-2000). Nunn’‘s 
career receiving yardage, 1,031, ranks 13th on the Cornhuskers’ list. Nunn is 14 yards 
behind No. 12 on the list, Junior Miller. Nunn has at least one reception in 19 consecutive 
games, tying Miller for the third-longest streak in school history. 

Rodgers (37) and Davison (20) top the list. 


GO-TO GUY 

Junior wide receiver Maurice Purify caught two passes for 35 yards and has 11 for the 
season. His first 10 receptions were good for first downs, and nine of the 11 gained at least 
12 yards. He is averaging 23.6 yards per catch, with two touchdowns. 


BIG PLAYS 

The Cornhuskers had five plays of more than 20 yards, four by rushing and the other 
by passing. Nebraska has had 34 plays of more than 20 yards for the season, after manag- 
ing only 39 in 12 games last season. They have had 12 rushes of more than 20 yards, com- 
pared to six last season. 


CREDIT TO THE BLACKSHIRTS 

The loss dropped lowa State to 0-2 in the Big 12 and 3-3 overall. “There is still half the 
season left, but you're not going to win many Big 12 Conference games scoring 14 points,” 
Cyclones coach Dan McCarney said. Nebraska’s defense had a lot to do with that. 

His team had opportunities but wasn’t able to capitalize, said McCarney. “Nebraska 
deserves credit for that. They’re a real talented team and showed why they deserve to be 
nationally ranked.” 

The Cornhuskers went into the game ranked No. 22 in both major polls. 


WELCOME BACK, KURT 

Center Kurt Mann was included on the travel roster, after being sidelined for three 
games following a bout with a rare form of mononucleosis. The situation was “really seri- 
ous” offensive line coach Dennis Wagner said at the weekly Big Red Breakfast in Omaha 
on the Friday before the game. 

Mann had a fever that spiked at 103 degrees and lost 27 pounds, according to Wagner, 
who said the senior from Grand Island, Neb., took between 30 and 40 snaps during the 
week's practice, or about one-eighth of the team’s total. “I’m sure there have been lapses 
where he’s a little bit weak here and there, but by and large, he’s gutted it out, and he’s 
done a heck of a job preparing himself,” Callahan said following Thursday's practice. “I’m 
really proud of him.” 


TRAVEL ROSTER 

Big 12 rules allow travel rosters of 70. Nebraska took 73 to Southern California. 

Offense: Greg Austin, Brett Byford, Andy Christensen, Beau Davis, Dan Erickson, Joe Ganz, 
Cody Glenn, Frantz Hardy, Matt Herian, Jacob Hickman, Sean Hill, Menelik Holt, Mike Huff, 
Brandon Jackson, Marlon Lucky, Kurt Mann, Josh Mueller, Lydon Murtha, Carl Nicks, Terrence 
Nunn, Chris Patrick, Todd Peterson, J.B. Phillips, Maurice Purify, Matt Senske, Matt Slauson, Nate 
Swift, Zac Taylor, Hunter Teafatiller, Dane Todd, Keith Williams, Kenny Wilson. 

Defense: Stewart Bradley, Lance Brandenburgh, Titus Brothers, Adam Carriker, Barry Cryer, 
Major Culbert, Ola Dagunduro, Ben Eisenhart, Tierre Green, Cortney Grixby, Brandon Johnson, 
Andre Jones, Andy Kadavy, Kevin Luhrs, Corey McKeon, Jay Moore, Kyle Moore, Matt O’Hanlon, 
Zach Potter, Andy Poulosky, Brandon Rigoni, Bo Ruud, Andrew Shanle, Clayton Sievers, Tyrell 
Spain, Ty Steinkuhler, Ndamukong Suh, Rickey Thenarse, Barry Turner, Anthony West, Bryan 
Wilson, Corey Young. 

Kicking: Jordan Congdon, Lane Kelly, T.J. O’Leary, Michael Such, Dan Titchener, Jake 
Wesch. @ 
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Nebraska defenders Adam Carriker (90), Jay Moore 
safety Andrew Shanle (right) hits ISU quarterback E 


Who Stoop Our? 


OFFENSE 

Sophomore I|-back Cody Glenn has been 
slowed by a hamstring problem, and offen- 
sive coordinator Jay 
Norvell was asked about 
that following Tuesday's 
practice. “He has his burst 
back,” Norvell said. “We 
need .that up-and-down 
tempo in the game, and as 
the season goes along and 
the games get more physi- 
cal, Cody’s going to be a big 
part of what we do. We need to get that 
back on the field.” Enough said. 


DEFENSE 

One week after giving up 574 yards to 
Kansas, the Blackshirts redeemed them- 
selves in a big way. “We 
just did the little things 
right. Everything went bet- 
ter this week,” said junior 
weakside linebacker Bo 
Ruud, who was credited 
with a team-high nine tack- 
les. “The defensive line did 
a great job.” So did junior 
cornerback Andre Jones, 
who made seven tackles, all of them solo. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Any nominations? How about sopho- 

more place-kicker Jordan 

* Congdon, who was his 
oa 4 usual reliable self, hitting 
; - “Re four-for-four extra-point 

kicks? Congdon has made 

63 in a row after missing 

the first of his Cornhusker 

: career in the opening game 
JordanCongdon against Maine last season. 


Cody Glenn 


Bo Ruud 


ght end J.B. Phillips (85). Glenn had 19 carries for 148 yards, both career highs. 


Injury REPORT 


Senior offensive guard Greg Austin had to 
be helped from the field with 8:56 remaining 
and was on crutches, with his right knee 
wrapped, following the game. 

Weakside linebacker Steve Octavien didn’t 
make the trip, after undergoing an MRI for 
what coach Bill Callahan described as precau- 
tionary reasons late in the week. Octavien, 
who has been sidelined with a hamstring 


problem, practiced early in the week. 
Strongside linebacker Clayton Sievers prac- 
ticed on a limited basis during the week after 
missing the Kansas game because of injury 
and made the trip. 


Bret Meyer as he releases the football. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 21 


Oct. 7, 2006 
Jack Trice Stadium Ames lowa 
Attendance 55,338 


1 2 3 4 F 

Nebraska 7 14 0 7 28 

lowa State 0 7 0 7 14 
First Quarter 

NU IS 


NU Glenn 3-yard Run 
(Congdon Kick) 09:33 7 0 
Drive: 10 plays 80 yds 5:27 


Second Quarter 
IS Meyer 1-yard Run 
(Culbertson Kick) 14:10 7 7 
Drive: 11 plays 43 yds 4:49 


NU Jackson 1-yard Run 
(Congdon Kick) 08:07 14 rd - 
Drive: 11 plays 68 yds 5:52 NU tight end Hunter Teafatiller (89) and tackle Matt Slauson (70) clear a path for I-back Cody 
Glenn (partially hidden). 
NU _ Purify Pass from Taylor 27-yards 
(Congdon Kick) 00:03 21 z 
Drive: 7 plays 60 yds 1:12 


N EBRASKA SE ae as ig 


Fourth Quarter 


Grixby 1 3 0 3 
NU Glenn 5-yard Run RUSHING 
Canad y Kick) 01:3 > No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg Total 1 3 o 3 
(Congdon Kick) 01:33 8 7 — Glenn 19 149 #41 148 «78 2 36 
Drive: 9 plays 78 yds 5:13 Jackson 22. 128 4 116 53 1 21 
Total 45 277 26 251 56 3 36 
IS Blythe Pass from Meyer 13-yards N ane tes Net Avg TD L 
(Culbertson Kick) 00:06 28 14 PASSING o, aun Lost Nee ave g 
¢ Att Comp % Int Yds TD L Mayer AS RE ee et TTY 
Drive: 7 plays 74 yds 1:19 g Hicks 6 22 Tal 33:6 <0: Aa 
Taylor 21 17 81.0 0 131 1 * 27 Kock 3 9 0 9 30 0 9 
Total 21 17 81.0 oO 131 1, 27 Flynn 1 4 0 4 40 0 4 
RECEIVING Sumrall 1 0 7 7 -7.0 0 0 
No Yds TD Lg Total 24 76 23 53 2.2 1 «17 
Purify 2 35 1 27 
NU Is Lucky 3 2% 0 15 PASSING, 
. Peterson 2 25 0 15 Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
Total First Downs 17 18 Phillips 2 14 0 9 Meyer 39 18 46.2 1 262 1 29 
Rushing 11 2 Nunn 2 11 0 6 Total 39 18 46.2 1» 262.4% 29 
Passing 5 13 rey ; . fF ¢ RECEIVING 
Penalty 1 3 Swift 1 4 0 4 No Yds TD Lg 
Rushing Attempts 45 24 Jackson 1 0 0 0 Blythe 6 96 1 79 4 
a > Total 17 131 1 27 Davis 3 51 0 23 
Yards Gained Rushing 277 76 Sumrall ri 48 0 29 
Yards Lost Rushing 26 23 PUNT RETURNS Flynn 3 37 0 23 
Net Yards Rushing 251 53 . ne * i a Nickel 1 24 0 24 
= unn Hicks 1 6 0 6 
Net Yards Passing 131 262 Total 2 11 () 8 Total 18 262 1 29 
Passes Attempted 21 39 
Passes Completed 17 18 KICKOFF RETURNS PUNT RETURNS 
No Yds TD lg No Yds TD Lg 
Had Intercepted 0 1 Jackson 1 24 0 24 Baum 1 16 0 16 
Percent Completion 81.0% 46.2% Peterson 1 0 0 0 Total 1 16 o 16 
Yards per Attempt 6.2 6.7 Tora ae 28 o. 28 
Yards per Completion Ta 14.6 PUNTING Peele ae oie ™ lg 
Total Offensive Plays 66 63 sak me a F * Le cat a In a8 Jackson 2 2 0 19 
itcnener - 
Total Net Yards 382 315 Total 6 410 48 00 4 Oo 2 Total 3 35 o 619 } 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5.8 5.0 PUNTING 
Fumbles: No-Lost 2-1 0-0 a ie ig: ina No Avg Lg Blk TB FC 50+In20 
Penalties: No-Yards " 7-70 6-45 Brandtner 5 43.2 46 0 O 1 oO 1 
‘Total © 9 9° 9 Total 543.2 46 0 0 1 0 1 
Punts: No-Yards 6-246 5-216 " : . 
DEFENSE ‘ 
Avg. Per Punt 41.0 43.2 Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR DEFENSE 
Avg. Net Punt 38.3 41.0 Ruud a & SS wh 60. 0 0 6 Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 2-11 1-16 Jones DS ek BOO OMe Ok 0a Ee : . is yes i iM ‘ : 
i McKeon 4 2 6 #14 00 0 00 ans noe A 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 2-24 3-35 Bradley 3 2 5 00 00 0 00 McKenzie 2 9 1 #00 00 0 0 0 
Interception Ret.: No-Yards 1-3 0-0 Moore 2 3 5 053 00 0 00 red 4 5 93 OF QO 0 2 0 
é <4 i f Cryer 2 2 4 1-9 3-39 4 0 0 Singleton 6 3 9 00 00 1 0 Oo 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 0-0 Gost Sh as Sk? Meo soe Spb. cal 40 Cuivay 3 3 6 324 221 0 1 °0 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 Tumer 1 2 3051 00 1 00 Rubin 1 4 °°5 ty Of «Oo 6 0 
Possession Time 36:55 23:05 BrandenburghO 2 2 O00 00 0 0 0 Braaksma 1 3 4 08 00 6 oO 0 
ThirdDown Goavordions Gz aap few 8 2 AO OG Re ten | gg te te gla 8 
Percentage 41.7% 33.3% Young 2 0 2 00 00 0 0 Oo Moorehead 0 2 2 O00 00 0 0 0 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0-0 0-3 Dagunduro 0 1 1 00 00 O 0 0 1D 0 ll 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Eisenhart 1 jo 4 '00:. oo O 0 0 Flynn 1 O 4 00 oO © 0 40 
Percentage 0.0% 0.0% Grixby 7 O FT D0 “a0 Oo (oO 0 Garrin a aes a 
Sacks By: No-Yards 1-9 2-21 Thenarse 0 0 0 00 00 1 O 0 Harris 1 O 1 00 00 0 0 0 
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Lucky, Marlon 
Glenn, Cody 
Wilson, Kenny 
Jackson, Brandon 
Nunn, Terrence 
Ganz, Joe 

Hardy, Frantz 
Taylor, Zac 


Taylor, Zac 
Ganz, Joe 
Titchener, Dan 


Nunn, Terrence 
Purify, Maurice 
Hardy, Frantz 
Swift, Nate 
Herian, Matt 
Peterson, Todd 
Lucky, Marlon 
Jackson, Brandon 
Phillips, J.B. 
Teafatiller, Hunter 
Mueller, Josh 
Senske, Matt 
Todd, Dane 
Erickson, Dan 


PUNT 


Nunn, Terrence 
Swift, Nate 


Green, Tierre 
Jackson, Brandon 
Wilson, Kenny 


RUSHING 


G NoGain Lost Net Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
6 64 407 72 ty (3h) Gy a) GAS 
ys Aft) Sh/ i) (316 86:6) (6) 365m 63)2 
6) 166, 324° 13; “3147 4:7 3) -30' (51:8 
6 49 281 Tile 2708 25:5) Sr 265 45:0) 
6 1 0 0 000 0 0 0.0 
3 2) 10) = 12 -2 -10 0 10 -0.7 
6 1 0 72 -2 -2.0 0 O -0.3 
GaP 195 937254" S170 Sees -2.8 
PASSING 
G AttComp %Int Yds TD Lg YD/G 
6 143 95 66.4 2 1398 13 78 233.0 
Jes 12 6 50.0 0 93° 2) 31) 310, 
6 1 1 100.0 0 255) One28 4.7 
RECEIVING 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
6 19 318 16.7 1 75) (53,0) 
6 11 +260 23.6 2 42.4333 
6 S220 24.6 Sy 678) 36:8 
6 Gy by! 17.1 Q) £0) Alpy/ 
6 10 141 14.1 ZeesO 210) 
6 7 120 We 1 31 20.0 
6 1iids 10.3 0 19 18.8 
6 8 61 7.6 OM 225 0:2 
6 9 55 6.1 2 10 9.2 
6 1 29 29.0 i) 429 48 
6 3 18 6.0 1 8 3.0 
3 2 13 6.5 1 12 4.3 
6 2 9 4.5 1 8 1.5 
6 1 7 7.0 0 7 1.2 
RETURNS LEADERS 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
6 16 147 9.2 One3t 24.5 


6 2 49 24.5 0 33 8.2 
KICKOFF RETURNS LEADERS 

G No Yds Avg TD lg Yd/G 
6 3 59 19.7 0" 23 9.8 
6 3 56 18.7 QO 24 9.3 
6 1 27 27.0 0 27 4.5 
PUNTING 

G No Avg tg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 


Titchener, Dan 


Congdon, Jordan 


St 5 CO aim @ o 
FIELD GOALS 
G Att Made Lg Bikd 
6 3 Dade 8 0 


DEFENSE LEADERS 


GTack Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 


McKeon, Corey 6 7 1955-36 2-6 0-0 2 1 1 
Bradley, Stewart 6 16 18 34 2-10 0-0 1 1 2 
Ruud, Bo 67 1S8 8208933 1-5 0-0 or 0 
Green, Tierre OB) i la “sy 0-1 0-0 (Yt) 1 
Jones, Andre GORISee 7/226), 10:0) 00a 075 50 
Carriker, Adam 6 8 14 22 5-14 17 2570 0 
Grixby, Cortney 6 18 4 22 0-0 0-0 Son 1 
Shanle, Andrew 6 14 6 20 00 0-0 ih) 0 
Moore, Jay 6 9 9 18 4-25 2-16 1 0 0 
Cryer, Barry 6 9 8 17 4-21 1-13 2,50 0 
Brandenburgh,L. 6 7 5 12 1-3 0-0 0 0 0 
Steinkuhler, Ty ‘Geea0 22. 1-4 0-0 Oneal 0 
Suh, Ndamukong 6 6 5 11 429 2-23 Oe 0 
Turner, Barry 6 6 5 11 0-1 0-0 1 0 1 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 128 100 
Rushing 64 34 
Passing 60 59 
Penalty 4 7 
Total Net Yards 2783 1920 
Total Plays 413 379 
Yards Per Play 6.7 5.1 
Yards Per Game 463.8 320.0 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 257-1264 190-666 
Yards Per Attempt 4.9 3.5 
Yards Per Game 210.7 111.0 
Pass Att.-Comp.-Int. 156-102-2 189-98-6 
Passing Yards 1519 1254 
Yards Per Completion 14.9 12.8 
Yards Per Game 253.2 209.0 
Punting: No.-Avg. 24-39.5 38-39.7 
Fumbles-Lost 127 19-8 
Penalties-Yards 33-286 39-267 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 8-69 7-61 
Third-Down Conversions 38-77 28-83 
Conversion Pet. 49.4 33.7 
Fourth-Down Conversions 6-9 4-11 
Conversion Pct. 66.7 36.4 
Avg. Time Of Possession 32:51 27:09 
Scoring 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 62 63 35 71 7 238 
Opponents 7 34 16 34 0 91 


At Kansas State 


Oct. 14 


Location: Manhattan, Kan. 


Enrollment: 23,050 ie 
2006 record: 4-2 allt 
Coach: Ron Prince, first 

year 

Series: Nebraska leads 73-15-2 


Time TBA 


KSU Stadium, Manhattan, Kan. 


Quick Facts 


Kansas State scored twice in the 
final 3:04 to rally from a 10-point deficit 
and edge Oklahoma State 31-27. 
quarterback Josh 
Freeman, who originally committed 
to Nebraska before switching to KSU, 


Freshman 


North South 
WLWL WL 

Missouri 20 60 Texas 20 
Nebraska 2 0 5 1 Baylor 20 
Kansas St. 11 4 2 TexasA&M 1 1 
lowa State 0 2 3 3 TexasTech 1 1 
Kansas 02 3 3 Oklahoma 0O 1 
Colorado 0 2 O 6 Okla. St. 01 


Saturday, Oct. 7 
Nebraska 28, lowa State 14 
Texas A&M 21, Kansas 18 
Baylor 34. Colorado 31 
Kansas State 31, Oklahoma State 27 
Missouri 38, Texas Tech 21 
Texas 28, Oklahoma 10 


wwRawae 
NNN WHF 


earned his first career start and finished 
10-of-15 for 177 yards. He was sacked 
four times and had just six passing 
attempts going into the fourth quarter. 

With two touchdowns on special 
teams against OSU, Kansas State 
now has four on the season. 


Wildcat to Watch 


Freshman running back Leon Patton, 
one of four freshmen making their first 
career start, carried 
21 times for 151 
yards against 
Oklahoma State. He 
also had 117 yards 
on kick returns and 
33 yards receiving 
for 301 all-purpose 
yards, a _ K-State 
freshman record. 
One of his kickoff returns went for 95 
yards and a touchdown. 


Texas 
Oct. 21 


Location: Austin, Texas 
Enrollment: 50,403 


™ 
2006 record: 5-1 Lt. 
Coach: Mack Brown, om 
ninth year 
Series: Texas leads 6-4-0 
Time TBA 


Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
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Tr | THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


OCTOBER 14, 2006 
HUSKERS ANTICIPATE A REAL FEAST WHEN THEY TAKE 
ON THE WEAKENED WILDCATS ON K-STATE TURF! 


KANSAS STATE OFFENSE 


Jordy Nelson* 
Jermaine Moreira** 
Michael Frieson 
Derek Meyer 

Greg Wafford* 
Caleb Handy* 
Jordan Bedore* 
Brad Rooker* 

Brock Unruh 

Logan Robinson : r 
Nick Stringer a 7 

Trevor Viers = i 

Jeron Mastrud | f Oct. 14 
Brett Alstatt* - 3 

Yamon Figurs** 

Cedric Wilson 


Josh hreenian d Brian Hill Mike Babcock Terry Douglass Sean Callahan Lane Grindle 
Dylan Meier** Editor Cont. Editor G.|. Independent Rivals.com Sports Nightly 
Leon Patton 
Terry Petrie ~ é 
Rashaad Norwood* : Nebraska Nebraska 31, Nebraska 35, Nebraska 24, Nebraska 27, Nebraska 31, 
dot Snape . @Kansas State Kansas St.14 Kansas St.13 Kansas St.14 Kansas St.7 Kansas St. 10 
Missouri Texas A&M 24, Missouri31, Texas A&M 28, Texas A&M 28, Missouri 24, 
@Texas A&M Missouri 21 TexasA&M28 Missouri 17 Missouri 24 Texas A&M 17 
LE lan sauprel” 6-5 
M 6-2 
NT Quint Exhoigee sal Oklahoma St. Kansas 24, Kansas 42, Kansas 13, Kansas 24, Kansas 27, 
Steven Cline* 6-1 @Kansas Okla. St. 20 Okla. St. 21 Okla. St. 16 Okla. St. 16 Okla. St. 17 
DT Blake Seiler** 6-2 
Alphonso Moran* 6-0 
RE Rob Jackson 6-3 Florida Florida 20, Auburn 17, Auburn 17, Auburn 31, Auburn 24, 
Recerauvalkecs o8 @Auburn Auburn 17 Florida 14 Florida 13 Florida 27 Florida 17 
Marcus Perry** 6-1 
Zach Diles* 6-0 
cures hades = Stet Last Week 2-2 3-1 34 3-1 3-1 
Brandon Archer*** —6-0 Season 16-8 23-1 22-2 22-2 22-2 
Antwon Moore 5-1 
Byron Garvin** 5-1 


Joshua Moore 
Marcus Watts** 
Andrew Erker 
Kyle Williams* rs dy K . . f ) f 
Courtney Herndon E 4 J WELUE wD EEEGEWEE g debe a2 
Dustin McKinney* f= s = 

Devin Anderson 

Tim Reyer** 


on 
\foc I$ In. 
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, Mm | [ i 
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Reaching 100% Husker fans for 26 years 


RECRUITING 


on Wish List 


Huskers will 
have to replace 
both starters 
after this season 


By Rick Shaw 


he Nebraska football 
program has produced 
some of the top defen- 
sive ends in the country 
over its long and illustri- 
ous history. Players like Willie Harper, 
Derrie Nelson, Broderick Thomas, 
Jared Tomich and Grant Wistrom 
wreaked havoc in opposing teams’ 
backfields while earning all-America 
honors and leading the Huskers to 


Jared Crick 


Kenny Rowe 


multiple championships. 

As the Nebraska coaching staff 
continues to build its recruiting class 
of 2007, it hopes to land a few more 
difference makers at the defensive 
end position. The Huskers lose cur- 
rent “Blackshirt” starters Adam 
Carriker and Jay Moore to graduation 
after this season and need to continue 
to bring in talent and depth for the 


future. 

One athlete already committed for 
the future is home-state standout 
Jared Crick of Cozad. The 6-foot-6, 
245-pound defensive end, delivered 
his oral commitment to Husker 
coaches in early June after consider- 
ing scholarship offers from Kansas, 
Iowa State, Wyoming, Ohio and 
Colorado State. 

Crick, rated the No. 4 prospect in 
the state by Rivals.com (three stars), 
will begin his career in Lincoln at the 
base defensive end position (current- 
ly occupied by Carriker). Despite the 
addition of Crick, the Nebraska staff 
will likely look to sign, at least two 
more defensive end prospects in this 
year’s class. 

One blue-chip defensive end 
prospect looking hard at the Huskers 
is Kenny Rowe (6-2, 215) of Long 


NEBRASKA Commirments For 2007 


Hometown (School) 


Player 

Anthony Blue 
Quentin Castille 
Jared Crick | 
Demetrious Davis 
Jared Glover 
lan Harris 

Roy Helu 

Ryan Hill 

Niles Paul 
Shawn Sullivan 
DeAndre West 
Patrick Witt 


5: 10 
6-1 
6-6 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 

Salil 
6-3 
6-2 

ol" 
6-1 
6-4 


172 
234 
245 
286 
220 
217 
206 
230 
210 
182 
195 
215 


Cedar Hill, Texas 

La Porte, Texas 

Cozad, Neb. 

St. Joseph, Mo. (Benton) 
Bixby, Okla. 

San Antonio, Texas (Churchill) 
Danville, Calif. (San Ramon Valley) 
Arvada, Colo. (West) 

Omaha, Neb. (North) 
Brenham, Texas 

Oakland, Calif. (Wilson Prep) 
Wylie, Texas 


For more daily recruiting information, visit Huskerslllustrated.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 


26 OCT. 14, 2006 


www.huskersillustrated.com 


Beach (Poly), Calif. Rated the No. 16 
player in the state by Rivals.com (four 
stars), Rowe is seriously contemplat- 
ing taking one of his allotted official 
visits to Lincoln later this fall 

“T want to take all of my trips 
before making a decision,” Rowe 
said. “Nebraska is pretty intriguing to 
me right now and has really been 
recruiting me hard. I’m also looking 
at Notre Dame from the Midwest. 
Right now, I’m focusing on the sea- 
son. After that’s done, I’ll worry 
about recruiting.” 

Rowe utilized good speed (4.7-sec- 
ond 40-yard dash) and athleticism 
(29-inch vertical jump), to tally 66 
tackles and 11 sacks as a junior, earn- 
ing first team all-CIF honors. In 2004, 
he was named a first-team sopho- 
more All-American by at least one 
recruiting publication. 

With offers from Arizona, 
California, Oregon, USC and Arizona 
State, it will be hard to pull Rowe out 
of the West. Nebraska should, howev- 
er, get a chance to get him to Lincoln 
before he solidifies his college deci- 
sion. 

Another end prospect from 
California listing Nebraska on his 
short list is Christian Tupou (6-3, 260) 
of Grant High School in Sacramento. 
Tupou earned all-state underclass 
honors as a junior after racking up 85 
tackles and 16 sacks. 

With scholarship offers from 
Arizona, BYU, Nebraska and Nevada, 
as well as strong recruiting interest 
from Oregon, Washington and Cal, 
Tupou will be another prospect that 
will be hard to pull away from the 
Pac-10 conference powers. However, 
Nebraska got a head start on the com- 
petition, playing host to Tupou on an 
official visit to Lincoln during the 
weekend of Sept. 22. 

“I was most impressed with the 
defensive line coach, coach (John) 
Blake,” Tupou said. “He’s a great per- 
son with a great personality. He’s a 
straight-up guy that tells you the 
truth and all that. 

“In regard to the fans, I don’t even 
know what to say. I can’t even explain 
it... the ‘Sea of Red’ and all that. It 
was pretty impressive.” 

Tupou, rated the No. 82 prospect in 
the state by Rivals.com (three stars), is 
scheduled to travel to both Arizona 
and BYU over the next couple of 
months. He said he'll likely take all 


RECRUITING NOTES 
Commitment 


List Growing 


By Sean Stevens 


ebraska entered Kansas week with 10 oral commitments, however, it 
saw that number increase by two during the week. 
The first player addition was Danville, Calif., running back Roy 
Helu Jr. Helu visited Lincoln officially Sept. 1 for the season-opener 
against Louisiana Tech, but he wasn’t ready to make a commitment after that visit. 

“No, I went in with an open mind because I knew I would 
be using this experience to compare with my other visits. I’m 
still going to take visits to Oregon, BYU and Cal, but I don’t 
know exactly when.” 

Following a visit to Oregon, 5-foot-11, 206-pound running 
back was similarly non-committal. 

“No, I didn’t commit,” he said then. “I just told Oregon, 
Nebraska and Cal that I wanted to make sure I went to all of 
them before I even think about committing. I’ve already been 
to Nebraska. I go to Cal this weekend.” 

Helu never did visit Cal officially, but had been to the 
Roy Helu Berkeley campus in an unofficial capacity numerous times. 
He said that his time in Lincoln just stood out in his mind. 

“You know, my family and I prayed about it,” he said. “Nebraska just kept 
coming to my mind. I kept thinking about Nebraska the whole time.” 

Along with his physical abilities, Helu brings his Polynesian heritage to 
Lincoln. Nebraska has struggled to recruit Polynesian players since the early 
departure of Dominic Raiola and Toniu Fonoti to the NFL. Helu’s commitment 
may signal a reversal of fortune. 

The second addition is Bixby, Okla., defensive end Jared 
Glover. The 6-5, 220-pounder committed to Nebraska after 
his official visit for the Kansas game. 

Glover had been leaning toward Nebraska for quite 
awhile. He said that the Huskers have him targeted for a dif- 
ferent position than he plays in high school. 

“I'm going to be playing linebacker — Sam linebacker. 
They said I’d be coming in to Stew Bradley’s spot,” he said. 

Glover said that he was very impressed with the Huskers. 

“These coaches and this team seem more like a family than 
a team,” he said. “My host was Brett Byford. After the game, 
I went to his house and hung out with him. He’s big with 
FCA on campus, and that’s what I’m into, too. I’ve feel I’ve just been led here. This 
is where God wants me to make an impact.” 

Other official visitors for the KU game who were possibly on the verge of com- 
mitments included 6-0, 195-pound cornerback Armando Murillo of Eastern 
Arizona Community College, 6-2, 200-pound outside linebacker Blake Lawrence 
of Shawnee Mission, Kan., and 5-11, 177-pound safety Eain Smith of Hollywood, 
Fla. 

Murillo rated his trip a “20” on a scale of 1-10. 

Smith also gave his trip to Nebraska high marks. “(Nebraska’s) right at the top 
of my list now, but I want to visit some other places like South Carolina, West 
Virginia and a couple of other schools, too,” he said. “It was a great trip, though, 
and Id definitely give it a “10” on a 1-10 scale.” 

Lawrence was down to Nebraska and Kansas, and planned make his 
announcement the week of Oct. 9-13. 
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five of his allotted official visits before 
making a decision. 

Lavar Brown, a 6-3, 240-pound 
defensive end from Rosenberg 
(Lamar Consolidated), Texas, already 
has a pretty good idea of what it 
would be like to line up as a 
Blackshirt in Lincoln. His cousin, 
Broderick Thomas, starred for the 
Huskers in the late 1980s. 

“My cousin, Broderick, went there, 
and they’re the only school I know 
much about,” Brown said. “Coach 
Blake is recruiting me for them, and 
he’s a good person.” 

“Right now, Nebraska is my No. 1 
school, and there’s LSU, Texas A&M, 
Iowa and Arizona.” 

Brown, who holds scholarship 
offers from Arizona, Arizona State, 
Iowa, Kansas State, Michigan State, 
Texas A&M and others, recorded 14 
sacks as a junior. Rated the No. 36 
prospect in the state by Rivals.com 
(three stars), Brown said, more than 
anything, he wants to go to a college 
that will compete for championships 
during his four or five years on cam- 
pus. 

“I want to see how teams do this 
year,” Brown said. “I want to be ona 
team that makes it to bowl games con- 
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sistently. I want to win.” 

Brown isn’t the only top-flight 
defensive end prospect listing the 
Huskers at the top of his list. Kyle 
Wilber, a 6-4, 215-pound speedster 
(4.68 40) out of Apopka, Fla., said 
Nebraska is in the driver’s seat for his 
signature in February. 

“I like Nebraska,” Wilber said. 
“Back in the days when I was a little 
kid, I always wanted to be a 
Cornhusker because they are good. 

“T haven't seen a lot of Nebraska’s 
stuff. Coach (Randy) Jordan told me 
they have a veterinary program. It is 
one of the best, and that is one of the 
top things I have been looking at. I 
like that a lot, and I like the attitude of 
the coaches.” 

Wilber, who also holds offers from 


Central Florida, Kentucky, Ole Miss 
and Southern Miss, tallied 55 tackles 
and four sacks as a junior in 2005. 
Rated the No. 81 prospect in the state 
by Rivals.com (three stars), Wilber 
will likely visit Lincoln before the end 
of the season. 

Jason Peters, a 6-4, 262-pound pass 
rusher from Baton Rouge (Catholic) 
La., boasts scholarship offers from 
LSU, Auburn, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 
Georgia Tech and others. However, as 
per his coach, Nebraska appears to be 
in good shape to get a visit from the 
blue-chipper sometime this fall. 

“T do believe Nebraska’s right 
there in the midst of it with him,” 
Catholic head coach Dale Weiner said. 
(NU assistant) Phil Elmassian 
coached at LSU at one time you know, 
and Phil’s married to one of my cur- 
rent younger player’s relatives. 
Nebraska is right there in the thick of 
ri 

Peters, rated the No. 11 prospect in 
the state by Rivals.com (four stars), 
earned first team all-state honors as a 
junior, tallying 51 tackles and eight 
sacks. 

For more daily recruiting information, 
visit huskersillustrated.com, a member 
of the Rivals.com network. 
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In the Back 


Husker senior 

has imagined 

playing for a 
national title in 
her hometown 


By Todd Henrichs 


f the Nebraska volleyball 
team does make it to 
Omaha to play for the 
national championship in 
December, Dani Mancuso 
will be the feel-good story 
of the 2006 season. 

Before Christina Houghtelling 
underwent surgery in the offseason, 
there was a question if Mancuso 
would even get the opportunity to 
play much in her senior year. As a 
junior, Mancuso played only sparing- 
ly, but in those brief appearances, she 
continued to be a fan favorite with 
her big smile and yells of encourage- 
ment to teammates. 

Mancuso stepped into 
Houghtelling’s starting spot, and 
having the opportunity to play fora 
national title, in her hometown, in 
her senior season, would almost be 
too good to be true. But not for 
Mancuso, who said she’s been pictur- 
ing that image for years. 

“T remember when I first heard the 
final four would be in Omaha this 
year, I got a vision in my head of tons 
of people,” Mancuso said. “I pictured 
a huge arena, thousands of people 
there, us playing there. I’ve kept that 
in the back of my mind the whole 
time.” 

No doubt, Mancuso’s family has 
had that same image. If the Huskers 
make it to Qwest Center Omaha, the 
Mancuso clan might just take over 
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Senior Dani Mancuso has been a fan favorite with her big smile and yells of encour- 


agement to teammates. 


the place. 
Mancuso has 76 first cousins, “give 
or take a few,” she said. Her mom 


comes from a family of 10, her dad 
from a family of eight. Dani has five 
brothers and sisters, all of them still 


close to Omaha and closely following 
her career. 

In fact, Mancuso said it has been 
her dad’s encouragement that has 
allowed her to continue to see the 
possibilities when it looked like she 
might not play a key role ever again. 

“He always told me, just do every- 
thing you can and let the chips fall 
where they may,” she said. “In every- 
thing I do, I just give it my full effort 


Aug. 29 San Diego W 3-0 


Labor Day Tournament 
At Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 1 St. Mary's W 3-0 
Sept. 2 Middle Tennessee St. W 3-0 
Sept. 3 Long Beach State W 3-0 


Players Challenge 
At Lincoln, Neb. 


Sept. 8 Louisville W 3-0 
Sept. 9 Cal Poly W 3-0 
Sept. 10 Minnesota W 3-1 
Sept. 13 Kansas W 3-0 
Sept. 16 @Oklahoma W 3-0 
Sept. 20 lowa State W 3-0 
Sept. 23 Texas Tech W 3-0 
Sept. 24 @Creighton W 3-1 
Sept. 30 @Baylor W 3-1 
Oct. 4 Kansas State W 3-0 


Oct. 7 @Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 11 @Missouri 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 14 Colorado 7 p.m. 

Oct. 18 @Texas 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 25 Missouri 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 28 @Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Nov. 1 @Texas Tech 7 p.m. 
Nov. 4 Oklahoma TBA 

Nov. 8 @lowa State 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 11 @Colorado 8 p.m. 
Nov. 15 Texas A&M 7 p.m. 
Nov. 18 Baylor 7 p.m. 

Nov. 22 @Kansas 7 p.m. 

Nov. 25 Texas 7 p.m. 


Nov. 30-Dec. 3 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 8-9 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 14-16 
NCAA Final Four 
At Qwest Center (Omaha, Neb.) 


and give to my teammates, and what- 
ever happens happens. 

“I definitely think everyone goes 
through ups and downs, obviously as 
a player, but as a person I’ve went 
through different trials, different 
struggles, and I think that’s what 
makes me who I am today.” 

That isn’t necessarily who 
Mancuso was three years ago, when 
as a freshman, she played in 29 
matches and was counted on as one 
of the Huskers’ top performers. Then 
as a sophomore, Mancuso and 
Houghtelling were a revolving door 
at the outside hitting spot. Both went 
through ups and downs, the highlight 
for Mancuso coming against Kansas 
State when she almost single-handed- 
ly beat the Wildcats with 22 kills on 
559 hitting. 

But as Houghtelling emerged last 
season as the national player of the 
year, Mancuso’s role diminished. She 
played in just 39 games, the fewest in 
her career, and finished the season 
with only 54 kills. 

It was only natural, her teammates 
said, for Mancuso to struggle at times 
on and off the court. 

“Of course, I could tell she was dif- 
ferent from her freshman year,” said 
Dani Busboom, a fellow senior. “She 
was always happy, she was a starter 
and on the sports page every week- 
end, but she never said anything, she 
never acted like she was (mad) at the 
coaches. 

“She’s always been supportive and 
there for me when I’m complaining. 
Through that whole time, it was 
tough for her, but she was definitely 
one of the better teammates on the 
team.” 

This season, Mancuso already has 
more than 100 kills and earned 
respect for her performance in games 
three and four against Minnesota 
early in the year. 

For Nebraska to beat the top teams 
and make it to Omaha later in the sea- 
son, it will key for Mancuso to get 
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kills and avoid errors. Those are areas 
in which she performed well during 
Nebraska’s spring training trip to 
Japan and China. 

Even though, at that point, no one 
expected Houghtelling to be out for 
the season, the China trip was clearly 
a test for Mancuso to see if she could 
handle this kind of role, she says look- 
ing back upon the adventure. 

“The way I played in China gave 
me confidence I was going to play,” 
she said. “What my role was going to 
be, I wasn’t exactly sure, but now it’s 
a little more apparent. 

“Ym going to do everything I can 
to help this team.” 


Todd Henrichs covers the Nebraska volley- 
ball team for the Lincoln Journal Star. He 
can be reached at 473-7439 or 
thenrichs@journalstar.com 


Tickets and hotel packages are 
available for all Husker games. 


September 16 at U.S.C. 


October 21 Texas (home) 


HOME GAMES 
9-2 Louisiana 
9-9 Nichols St. 
9-23 Troy 
9-30 Kansas 
10-21 Texas 
11-4 Missouri 
11-24 CU. 


AWAY GAMES 

9-16 USC 

10-7 lowa St. 

10-14 Kansas St. 
10-28 Oklahoma St. 
11-11 Texas AaM 
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Imke Reimers’ 25 wins as a sophomore tied Gitte Ostermann for fifth all-time on NU’s singles season win chart. 


Part of Her Game 


Husker junior 
tends to wear 
her emotions 
on her sleeve 
By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


f Imke Reimers is playing 
well, Nebraska fans should be 
able to tell by the expression 
on her face. 

In the same way, however, 
they'll also be able to tell when she is 
playing poorly. It is not a negative 
thing, the junior tennis player said, 
but it is a part of her game that she is 
working on. 

Although a balanced player in 
most technical aspects of tennis, 
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Reimers tends to wear her emotions 
on her sleeve during matches, 
Nebraska coach Scott Jacobson said. 

“People come out to watch her play 
because of how emotional she is,” 
Jacobson said. “Sometimes, it’s benefi- 
cial, but she is working on controlling 
her negative emotions and making 
them more positive on the court. She 
has come a long way since her fresh- 
man year in that regard.” 

Reimers, who is from Papenburg, 
Germany, earned a spot on the Husker 
tennis squad through a_ former 
Nebraska assistant coach who 
watched her play in Germany. 

With aspirations to “discover the 
world” outside of Germany, Reimers 
accepted an invitation to play with the 
Huskers and said it is one of the best 
decisions she has ever made. 

Her freshman year, she backed up 


Jacobson’s claim that she is one of the 
best players he has ever recruited 
when she advanced to the 16-player 
field in the ITA All-American 
Championships qualifying tourna- 
ment as well as the 32-player field in 
the ITA Regional Championships. 
Earning her place on the Huskers’ 
roster of two seniors and three juniors, 
Reimers and her doubles partner 
then-senior Gitte Ostermann, worked 
their way up to No. 11 in the ITA 
Central Regional rankings at the 
beginning of the 2005 spring season. 
Needless to say, winning is a must 
in Reimers’ eyes and probably the rea- 
son she is so expressive on the court. 
“T get excited about the good points — 
just winning, but I also, obviously, 
don’t like it when I lose points, and I 
hate losing,” Reimers said. “My face 
shows it even when I don’t want it to.” 


Reimers said that another reason for her reactive play 
comes from a former coach in Germany. A loud, emotional 
player himself, Reimers said he never stopped her from 
showing her emotional side. In fact, she said, he encouraged 
her to express it. 

But to assume the emotional side of Reimers’ personality 
is a negative quality would be false, according to Jacobson. 

Last year, Reimers battled Long Beach State University’s 
Katy Williams ina grueling match that started in daylight but 
ended under the lights. Going into four sets against Williams, 
Reimers pulled out a victory in the Huskers’ 4-3 loss. 

“She fought hard in that match,” Jacobson said. “I think in 
that case her emotions helped her stay up for each point. 
They helped her find energy to keep driving, and it definite- 
ly paid off.” 

In her most recent individual contest, Reimers traveled to 
Los Angeles for the Riviera ITA All-American 
Championships on Sept. 30. While she came out ranked fifth 
in the invitation-only tournament, she fell in the first round 6- 
3, 1-6, 5-7 to San Diego’s Monica Weisener. 

“Tt was a very close match,” Reimers said. “I had some 
match points at first but just couldn’t get it done. She played 
very well, too, especially at the end. I could have won it. I def- 
initely had my chances.” 

For now, the Nebraska team will continue with various 
individual fall tournaments until team play begins in the 
spring. Reimers said that the individual play will help her 
and her teammates prepare for the high quality competition 
they will see when Big 12 Conference action begins. 

Until then, she will continue to improve her composure on 
the court, but she said that she is not willing to eliminate it 
entirely. 

“| think, in general, I need emotions on the court, just more 


The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is touching 
millions of lives - one heart at a time. Since 1954, 


the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been 
challenging coaches and athletes on the 


positive ones,” Reimers said. “Without emotions, I wouldn’t 
feel like I am trying hard enough. I can definitely win some 
close matches because I’m very positive — I have won 
because I have used my emotions in the right way.” 


INTERNATIONAL AND INEXPERIENCED 

Reimers is the only returning player on Jacobson’s team. The 
other six are newcomers. They include freshmen Wiveca Swarting 
and Diana Kuhl, sophomores Marianne Cicmanec, Ashley 
Finnegan and Maria Ring and junior Maria Popova. Ring played at 
Washington State last season, Finnegan at the College of 
Charleston. Cicmanec and Kuhl, like Reimers, are from Germany. 
Ring and Swarting are from Sweden. Popova is from Russia. And 
Finnegan is from Weston, Fla. The Huskers are coming off back-to- 
back seasons with at least 17 wins and an at-large berth in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The only remaining competition for the women’s team in the 
fall are regionals at Tulsa, Okla., Oct. 18-22 and the national indoor 
championships at Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 2-5. 


CLOW BOWS OUT 

Senior men’s captain James Clow was eliminated in the second 
round of qualifying play at the Polo Ralph Lauren ITA All-American 
Tournament at Tulsa, Okla., losing to Benjamin Carlotti of North 
Carolina in straight sets, 6-2, 6-2. Clow was the only Husker to 
advance from the first day of the tournament, defeating Jonah 
Kane-West of Texas and Federico Chavarria of Oklahoma in 
straight sets. Clow defeated Tiago Espirito Santo of Wichita State 
on the second day and David Galic of Baylor on the third day 
before falling to Carlotti. 

The Huskers’ Hendrik Stahmer and Adrian Szatmary advanced 
to the second round before bowing out, while Arturo Navarro and 
Mark Tate were defeated in the first round. 

The men’s team includes two freshmen: Brett Tesmer from 
Lincoln, Neb., and Francois Vanlmpe from Brussels, Belgium. In 
addition to Clow, Navarro and Szatmary are seniors, as is Sean 
Coetzee. Tate and Karl Jones are juniors. And Stahmer and Renato 
Meto are sophomores. 


Visit nebraskafca.org 
or call 402-464-2343 
for more information. 


professional, college, high school, junior high 
and youth levels to use the powerful medium of 


athletes to impact the world for Jesus Christ. 
As the largest Christian sports 
ministry in America, FCA focuses 
on serving local communities by 
equipping, empowering and 
encouraging people to make 
a difference for Christ. 
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24 Holder for place-kicks 
26 Scored winning TD vs. Kansas 
29 Leading rusher vs. Kansas 
30 Head coach in 1972 
31 Offensive coordinator 


DOWN 
1 NU’s 2006 bowl 
2 Defensive captain 
5 Kansas State head coach 
8 Kansas State quarterback 
9 Offensive captain 
10 New basketball coach 
12 Leading tackler vs. Kansas 
15 I-back from Kansas 
16 Offensive lineman from 
Michigan 
18 Tommie Frazier’s new school 
20 Wore retired No. 64 
23 Scored two TDs vs. Kansas 
25 Homecoming opponent 
27 Wore retired No. 60 
28 Turner Gill's new school 
Answers in Oct. 21 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


OCT. 7 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
pee 


JUSTIN TREASURES THAT PIECE OF GOAL POST HE 
RECEIVED AS A SOUVENIR FROM A HISTORIC HUSKER 
VICTORY. 
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TERRIFIC T-SHIRTS 


for any Nebraska fan! 


$17.95 


Sizes THERE IS IS 


Medium NOH 


Large 
X-Large 
XX-Large 


-Call Toll-Free 
866-815-8567 


Order Online - 
. www.shophuskersillustrated.com ; In Stock Now! 


You know that noise 
your heart makes 
when you work out? 


IT’S CALLED APPLAUSE. 


Think of each beat as your heart’s way of cheering you on for staying physically active. Want a 


standing ovation? Try keepimg your diet low in cholesterol and : 2 
American Heart 
saturated fat too. For more ways to lower your risk of heart Association 


attack and stroke, visit www.americanheart.org or call 1-800-AHA-USA1. : 
Learn and Live 


This space provided as a public service. © 1999, American Heart Association 
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FINAL Worb 


“Regular’ 
Game 


NU's defense showed no signs of panic 
after giving up 574 yards to Kansas 


NOT THAT BO RUUD DOESN’T WANT 
to be on the field; he does. 

But the previous week against Kansas 
was, well, just a bit too much. 

The Jayhawks ran 94 plays from scrim- 
mage against Nebraska, you'll remember, 
when the game was finished, after an over- 
time, “I felt like I had played in two 
games,” Ruud said. 

“This week, it felt like a regular 
Nebraska game on defense.” 

It was, actually. Iowa State ran 63 plays from scrimmage. 
“That was a lot better,” said Ruud. 

The junior weakside linebacker credited the offense 
with an assist. Two sustained touchdown drives, one in the 
first quarter and another in the second, and a quick score in 
the final 1:15 of the first half added “that little bit of confi- 
dence, that cushion, so you can get after them 
more,” he said. 

Nebraska’s defense certainly got after the 
Cyclones, and quarterback Bret Meyer in par- 
ticular. He was pressured and harassed and 
knocked down time after time in a 28-14 victo- 
ry. 

The pass rush was “instrumental,” coach 
Bill Callahan said. 

The key was preventing Meyer from getting 
his feet set. And the Cornhuskers accom- 
plished that. 

Pressuring Meyer was the emphasis in prac- 
tice all week, according to cornerback Cortney 
Grixby. The front four “held up very well,” he 
said. “It worked out real good.” 

Adam Carriker, Jay Moore, Barry Turner, 
Ola Dagunduro, Barry Cryer, Ndamukong Suh and Ty 
Steinkuhler rotated to stay fresh and apply the pressure. 

“Those guys were busting their behinds to get to the 
quarterback,” Grixby said. 

For example, on consecutive downs late in the first 
quarter, Cryer sacked Meyer for a 9-yard loss, Nebraska’s 
only sack of the game, and then knocked down a Meyer 
pass. 

“We just told them we want pressure,” Grixby said, 
referring to those in the defensive line as “them boys” up 
front. “They get going, and it’s hard to get them stopped.” 

Ask Iowa State’s offensive line about that. At times, the 
Cyclones couldn’t stop them. 

Pressuring Kansas quarterback Adam Barmann was a 
problem, one which forced Cornhusker defensive coordi- 
nator Kevin Cosgrove to evaluate what he was doing. But 
he didn’t make dramatic changes, according to Grixby. 
Nebraska used a “dime” alignment, with junior Bryan 


Mike 
BABCOCK 
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Junior cornerback 
Cortney Grixby had his 
first career interception. 


Wilson and true freshman Rickey Thenarse. “That's pretty 
much the only adjustment we made,” said Grixby. 

Even though the Cornhuskers gave up 574 yards — the 
most ever in a victory — there were no signs of panic dur- 
ing practice leading up to the Iowa State game. 

“More than anything, we wanted to shore up what 
we've been doing,” Ruud said. “If you're practicing hard- 
er one week than another, you're not really practicing 
right. We do what we do every week. It’s just a matter of 
how well we get what we’re trying to run and get what the 
other team’s doing that’s different from week to week, how 
well you are in your own preparation.” 

The term “redemption” was repeated throughout post- 
game interviews in describing Nebraska’s defensive effort. 
However, “we just wanted to put a complete game togeth- 
er, come out and just basically get four quarters in, four 
good quarters in. And I think we did pretty good,” said 
Grixby. 

After the Kansas game, some people were 
counting out the Cornhusker secondary, he 
said, “lots of people, you know, just critics. 
Critics, basically, wanted to write in the paper 
about my effort.” 

The junior from Omaha seemed perplexed 
by such personal attacks. 

“T go out every day and play hard; that’s 
what I do,” he said. “People want to say stuff 
about my effort, if you watch the film, it’s 
never a lack of effort, just plays not going the 
way you want (them) to go. But if you keep 
pounding and keep moving, everything is 
going to go good for you.” 

Grixby intercepted a Meyer pass on the final 
play of the third quarter as Iowa State tried, in 
vain, to mount a comeback, in a game with significant 
implications in the Big 12’s North Division. 

Whether his effort would silence critics, “I don’t know. 
That's their job. They criticize. Critics criticize. I just come 
out and play football, do what I’ve been doing since I was 
8,” he said. 

Ruud did what he’s been doing since he was a young- 
ster, too. And though he enjoys getting to play, he also 
enjoys watching his teammates on offense do what they 
do. 

“That first half was great,” Ruud said. “When a defense 
is out there that little, you’re just so much more energized. 
You've got legs. You're ready to go. It makes a huge differ- 
ence in the game. 

“So whenever the offense can hold the ball, grind that 
clock . . . when we’re looking up there and we see that 
clock move, we love it as a defense. That makes life a lot 
easier.” Hi 


www.huskersillustrated.com 


BiG RED ®@, 
FOOTBALL REVIEW 


Come join us for an in-depth Review and Video 
Segment of Big Red Football 


Presented by 


A Member of the UNL Football Staff 


. Thursday, October 26, 2006 
peice | November 16, 2006 | 


Séacenis Shrine Center 
1717 Yolande Ave. - Lincoln 
Behind Champions Fun Center - Off Cornhusker Hwy. 


Doors Open - 6:00pm | 
Dinner - 7:00pm : 


Only 200 Tickets will be available ! 


Deadline is One Week Before Event. 


- Call Today to Reserve Your Seat !!! 


Ray Adkins (402) 525-9981 
Tom Greenlee (402) 327-0052 
Bruce Wood (402) 430-5179 
Sesostris Shrine Center (402) 474-6890 


“Living proof - walking works.” 


Migraine headaches caused Karen to see a 
neurologist, who recommended that she 
take a daily prescription drug. 


“| didn't want to be on medication, and 
that’s when the doctor said to start walking 
20 to 30 minutes a day. So | started walk- 
ing, and | haven't had a headache since.” 


At first, it was an effort to fit walking into 
her schedule, so Karen added it to her list 
of things to do. 


“| started out slow, but now | can hardly 
stop. | will walk to the bank or the post 
office. That way, I’m getting my errands 
and my walking done all at the same time.” 


“l enjoy my walks in 
the beautiful Nebraska 
countryside.” 


BlueCross BlueShield 


of Nebraska 


bcbsne.com 


Walking took away Karen’s headaches and ni 
gave her a healthier outlook on life. a. 4 


ard 
“I've lost weight, my cholesterol lowered wo f 
eight points, my blood pressure is fine and 2 uk 
| have more energy. | can accomplish a lot 
more because | feel better.” 


Karen thinks Blue Cross and Biue Shield 
of Nebraska is on the right track with its 
“Walking Works” program. £ 


“Walking is fun — and it's a lot cheaper 
than taking a prescription every day. 


“|-think the Blues are good for you.’ 


— Karen, 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Nebraska member 


